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Welcome!

We hope that the summit inspires you, that you find time 
to reconnect with friends, make new connections, and 
that you leave Atlanta motivated to continue the hard 
work of securing a sustainable water future for all. There 
is infinite opportunity for partnership and collaboration  
in the one water movement. You have come to the right 
place to meet others who want to do that work with you. 

The US Water Alliance team will do everything we can  
to support you over the next few days. If you need any 
assistance, please just ask anyone identified as “staff”  
by their badge. 

One Water, One Future.

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the board and staff of the US Water Alliance, 
welcome to One Water Summit 2016! We deeply 
appreciate that you’ve chosen to join us here in Atlanta. 

Water-related challenges threaten the economic and 
environmental well-being of our country. One Water 
Summit 2016 is about the solutions that we can forge 
together. Over the next couple of days, we will focus on  
the opportunities in front of us. As Emily Dickinson said,  
“I dwell in possibility.” We invite you to do the same. 

Kevin Shafer
Executive Director, 
Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Sewerage District;
Chair, Board of Directors, 
US Water Alliance 

Radhika Fox
Chief Executive Officer,  
US Water Alliance
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Presenting Sponsor

Sponsors

Supporters

Our Sponsors

The US Water Alliance thanks our Sponsors for their 
generous support of One Water Summit 2016—without 
them this event would not be possible.

Arcadis
Atlanta Regional Commission
Black & Veatch
Carollo Engineers
Coca-Cola North America 
Emerson Process Management
Greeley and Hansen

Gresham, Smith and Partners
Keurig Green Mountain, Inc.
Pisces Foundation
Turner Foundation, Inc. 
Water Environment & Reuse Foundation 
Water Research Foundation
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The US Water Alliance is dedicated to advancing policies 
and programs to secure a sustainable water future for all. 
Established in 2008, the Alliance is a nationally recognized 
nonprofit organization that educates the nation on the 
true value of water, accelerates the adoption of one water 
policies and programs, and celebrates innovation in 
water management. The Alliance brings together diverse 
interests to identify and advance common-ground, 
achievable solutions for our nation’s most pressing water 
challenges. Our membership includes water providers, 
public officials, business leaders, environmental 
organizations, community leaders, policy organizations, 
and more.

One Water, One Future.

To learn more, please visit: www.uswateralliance.org

About Us
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Wednesday, June 8
Time Event Location

8:00am – 4:00pm Registration Open  Lobby Level 

10:30am – 3:00pm Region 4 Clean Water Dialogue L506–L507, Lobby Level

12:00pm – 3:30pm Site Visits
Space is limited; Pre-registration required. Boxed lunches will  
be provided. Buses will leave promptly at 12:00pm from the Marriott 
Marquis Hotel Courtland Street entrance, which is located on the 
International Level. 
 

Green Infrastructure with Multiple Benefits—The Atlanta Story 

Atlanta’s Strategy for a Secure Water Supply 

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper Floating Classroom Tour 

Emory University’s WaterHub: Campus-scale Water Reclamation 

1:00pm – 3:30pm Institutes 
Space is limited; Pre-registration required.

US Water Alliance’s One Water Council Meeting L508, Lobby Level

Value of Water Communications Bootcamp L504, Lobby Level 

Community Benefits in Professional Service Contracts— 
A Training with the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

L505, Lobby Level

5:00pm – 7:30pm 2016 US Water Prize and Celebratory Reception
Buses will leave promptly at 4:40pm from the Marriott Marquis Hotel 
Courtland Street entrance, which is located on the International Level. 
Reception attire recommended. 
 

Georgia Aquarium
246 Ivan Allen Jr. Blvd.  
 

Thursday, June 9
Time Event Location

8:00am – 4:00pm Registration Open Marquis Level

8:00am – 9:00am Breakfast Marquis Level

Agenda



8

Thursday, June 9
continued

9:00am – 10:30am Opening Plenary:  
One Water, One Future

Imperial Ballroom,  
Marquis Level

Welcome and Setting the Stage 

Spotlight on Atlanta  

10:30am – 10:45am Break 

10:45am – 12:00pm Workshop Series #1

Innovations in Water Reuse and Resource Recovery M101, Marquis Level

Coming Together: Water Stewardship Partnerships That Work M102, Marquis Level

An Equitable Water Future M103, Marquis Level

Building A New Business Model for Water M104, Marquis Level

12:00pm – 1:45pm Luncheon Plenary:  
Today’s Leaders Creating Tomorrow’s Cities 

Imperial Ballroom,  
Marquis Level 

1:45pm – 2:00pm Break 

2:00pm – 3:15pm Workshop Series #2

Regional Planning for One Water M101, Marquis Level

Water-Energy Nexus in the Wastewater Sector M102, Marquis Level

Building Bridges: The Future of Integrated Infrastructure Planning 
and Financing 

M103, Marquis Level

Affordability and Water M104, Marquis Level

3:15pm – 3:30pm Break 

3:30pm – 4:45pm Workshop Series #3

Building the Next Gen Water Workforce M101, Marquis Level

H20: Regional Economic Development Strategies M102, Marquis Level

Building Effective Watershed Coalitions M103, Marquis Level

Scaling Green Infrastructure M104, Marquis Level

5:00pm – 6:00pm One Water Delegation Mixer at the Marriott Marquis 
For Regional Delegations only 

Pulse Loft, Atrium Level

6:00pm – 7:30pm Networking Reception at the Marriott Marquis  
 
 

Skyline, 10th Floor 
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Friday, June 10
Time Event Location

8:00am – 10:00am Registration Open Marquis Level

8:00am – 9:00am Breakfast Marquis Level

9:00am – 10:30am Morning Plenary: 
Elevating Water as a National Priority 

Imperial Ballroom,  
Marquis Level 

10:30am – 10:45am Break 

10:45am – 12:00pm Workshop Series #4

Philanthropy and Water: Investing in our Most Essential Resource M101, Marquis Level

The Business Case for Valuing Water and the Watershed M102, Marquis Level

Flint and Its Implications for the Nation M103, Marquis Level

12:00pm – 1:45pm Closing Luncheon Plenary: 
Staying Together, Taking it Home—Building the One Water 
Movement 

Imperial Ballroom,  
Marquis Level 

Agenda
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Dialogue, Site Visits, 
and Institutes

10

One Water Summit 2016
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On Wednesday, June 8, the US Water Alliance is offering  
a series of site visits and institutes that provide in-depth 
learning opportunities. These sessions are included in 
the conference registration fee, but pre-registration is 
required and space is limited.

Wednesday, June 8
8:00am – 4:00pm 

Registration Open
Lobby Level  

10:30am – 3:00pm

Dialogue
Region 4 Clean Water Dialogue
L506–507, Lobby Level
Hosted by the National Association of Clean Water 
Agencies and the Georgia Association of Water Profes-
sionals, the Clean Water Utility Leaders Dialogue is  
an opportunity for Region 4 wastewater and stormwater 
utility leadership to discuss issues, share experiences, 
and exchange information on issues that affect the clean 
water community throughout the region. Topics to be 
addressed will include wet weather issues, water quality 
standards (including bacteria, nutrients, and toxics), 
water reuse, stormwater, affordability concerns, and 
collection system issues. 

12:00pm – 3:30pm 

Site Visits
Off-site

Green Infrastructure with Multiple 
Benefits—The Atlanta Story
Through strong leadership, a commitment to sustain-
ability, and collaborative partnerships, the City of Atlanta 
is implementing an approach to green infrastructure to 
address both combined sewer overflows and surface water 
management. Session participants will tour completed 
and planned projects that maximize water and sewer 
infrastructure investments while enhancing parks, street-
scapes, and neighborhoods. Stops include award-winning 
Historic Fourth Ward Park on the Atlanta Beltline; the 
catalytic Southeast Atlanta Green Infrastructure Initiative; 
and emerging transformations in the Proctor Creek 
watershed. Comfortable walking shoes, hat, and sun-
screen recommended. 

Site Visits
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Atlanta’s Strategy for a Secure Water Supply 
The City of Atlanta is responsible for delivering clean and 
reliable drinking water as well as fire protection service  
for more than one million users. Under the City of Atlanta’s 
Water Supply Program, the Department of Watershed 
Management will replace aging infrastructure, including 
water transmission lines that are more than 120 years 
old, and construct a new system to store source water 
delivered from the Chattahoochee River in a new 
reservoir. During this site visit, participants will learn 
about the city of Atlanta’s water supply program, the 
critical capital investments they are making, and have the 
unique opportunity to visit the Beltwood Quarry, which 
will soon be the home of a 30-day drinking water supply 
for Atlanta residents and businesses. Comfortable walking 
shoes, hat, and sunscreen recommended. 

Chattahoochee Riverkeeper Floating 
Classroom Tour
Lake Lanier, within the headwaters of the Chattahoochee 
River, is a critical waterway and the primary source of 
drinking water for metro Atlanta. This site visit is a unique 
opportunity to tour the lake on the Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper’s custom-built boat, the Chota Princess II, 
which includes a glass bottom viewing well. Participants 
will learn about Lake Lanier and the Chattahoochee 
River, with a focus on the history, ecosystem, and policy 
and regulatory issues related to the management of  
this key river basin. The Chattahoochee Riverkeeper also 
has an award winning environmental education program, 
including a floating classroom that has successfully 
engaged thousands of students each year, from the 
elementary grades through high school, in learning about 
water quality and lake ecology through hands-on 
activities aboard a 40-foot catamaran. Site visit partici-
pants will get an overview of the Riverkeeper’s strategy 
for engaging young people as future stewards of  
metro Atlanta’s waterways. Comfortable walking shoes, 
hat, and sunscreen recommended.

Emory University’s WaterHub: Campus-scale 
Water Reclamation
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina 
McCarthy called the WaterHub at Emory “a model for us 
all” when she visited the facility in 2015. The first system  
of its kind installed in the United States, the WaterHub is  
a campus-scale water reclamation system serving Emory 
University’s main campus in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
WaterHub utilizes an eco-engineered treatment process 
to recycle up to 400,000 gallons per day—reducing the 
use of potable water by up to 40 percent. This generates 
an alternative water supply for critical heating and 
cooling operations, while consistently providing significant 
cost savings for utility operations. During this site visit, 
participants will have the opportunity to tour the WaterHub 
project—a winner of the US Water Alliance’s 2016  
Water Prize. Comfortable walking shoes recommended. 

1:00pm – 3:30pm 

Institutes
US Water Alliance’s One Water Council 
Meeting
L508, Lobby Level
Join us for a meeting of the US Water Alliance’s One Water 
Council, a collaborative cross-sector platform that 
brings together utility managers, sustainability directors, 
planners, community leaders, environmental advocates, 
business leaders, researchers, and others who are driving 
the shift towards one water manage ment. The One 
Water Council is a forum for peer exchange, partnering on 
policy development, developing joint advocacy positions, 
and working together to advance integrated approaches 
to water resource management.
Moderators: 
• Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells, Council Chair and Deputy Director 

of Watershed Programs, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District

• Wing Tam, Council Vice Chair and Assistant Division 
Manager, Watershed Protection Division, LA Sanitation—
City of Los Angeles
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Value of Water Communications Bootcamp
L504, Lobby Level
Communicating the value of water and the importance of 
the often-invisible systems that bring it to and from homes 
and businesses is challenging. Educating and engaging 
community stakeholders and winning support from public 
officials for rate proposals and water projects requires a 
comprehensive communications strategy. A great strategy 
identifies your audiences, your strongest messages, and 
the most effective tactics for delivering that message. This 
communications workshop, developed by the Value of 
Water Coalition, is designed as an interactive, working 
session for communicators in the water sector to dissect 
and discuss content creation, social media engagement, 
media relations, and crisis communications. Through 
presentations, moderated Q&A, and breakout groups, 
attendees will build new skills and leave better equipped  
to tackle the communications challenges they face at 
home. Attendees are encouraged to come with specific 
questions and issues they are grappling with for discus-
sion with peers. 
Moderator: Abigail Gardner, Communications Director,  
US Water Alliance and Value of Water Coalition
Speakers:
• Lillian Govus, Director of Communications, City of Atlanta 

Department of Watershed Management 
• Constance Haqq, Director of Administration and External 

Affairs, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
• John Lisle, Chief of External Affairs, DC Water 
• Kip Peterson, Communications Manager, Kansas City 

Water Services 
• Jeannie Smith, Manager of Community and Media 

Relations, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District

Community Benefits in Professional Service 
Contracts—A Training with the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission
L505, Lobby Level
Through the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s 
Community Benefits Program, multinational and local 
engineering, architecture, and construction firms partner 
with the SFPUC to deliver concrete, positive community 
benefits to the communities, neighborhoods, and/or 
residents served or impacted by the SFPUC. The commu-
nity benefits commitments are financial contributions, 
volunteer hours, and in-kind contributions that are 
delivered throughout the life of the agreement. During 
this institute, attendees will get an in-depth view of the 
SFPUC’s program. It will be a unique opportunity to hear 

from the partners that make this successful program 
happen including: SFPUC executive leadership; community 
benefits and contract administration experts; and partici-
pating firms and nonprofit organizations. The session will 
include breakout sessions where conference attendees 
can discuss how they can apply this strategy within their 
own jurisdictions and all participants will receive a 
toolkit of materials.
Moderator: Kay Fernandez Smith, Director of Community 
Benefits and Social Responsibility, San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission
Speakers:
• Tom Birmingham, Vice President, Brown and Caldwell
• Dion-Jay Brookter, Deputy Director, Young Community 

Developers 
• Jessica Buendia, Community Benefits Manager, San 

Francisco Public Utilities Commission
• Marty Dorward, Senior Vice President, AECOM
• Juliet Ellis, Assistant General Manager of External Affairs, 

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
• Masood Ordikhani, Workforce and Economic Program 

Services Director, San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission

• Stephen Robinson, Area Manager/Senior Engineer,  
MWH Americas, Inc. 

5:00pm – 7:30pm 

2016 US Water Prize  
and Celebratory Reception 
Georgia Aquarium, 246 Ivan Allen Jr. Blvd.
Join us for an evening of festivities as we celebrate the 
2016 US Water Prize winners—DC Water, Dow, and 
Emory University. Buses will leave promptly at 4:40pm 
from the Marriott Marquis Hotel Courtland Street Entrance, 
which is located on the International Level. Reception  
attire recommended.

Site Visits
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Sessions:
Plenaries and Workshops
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9:00am – 10:30am

Opening Plenary:  
One Water, One Future
Imperial Ballroom, Marquis Level 

Welcome and Setting the Stage
Speakers: 
• William Johnson, Interim Commissioner, City of Atlanta 

Department of Watershed Management
• Kevin Shafer, Executive Director, Milwaukee Metropolitan 

Sewerage District and Chair, Board of Directors,  
US Water Alliance

Spotlight on Atlanta 
Metro Atlanta is a leader in experimentation and progress 
in one water management. As the ninth largest region 
and the second largest job center in America, Atlanta is 
booming economically. But like many other regions, 
Atlanta faces challenges related to rapid growth, sprawling 
development patterns, a changing climate, and economic 
inequality that underscore the necessity of sustainable 
water resources for the future of the region. This plenary 
session will spotlight efforts underway in Metro Atlanta, 
including water supply reliability, green infrastructure 
projects, watershed scale collaboration, and other inno-
vative approaches to accelerate the adoption of one 
water strategies.
Moderator: Radhika Fox, Chief Executive Officer, US Water 
Alliance
Speakers: 
• Judy Adler, President, Turner Foundation
• Stephanie Stuckey Benfield, Director, Mayor’s Office of 

Sustainability, City of Atlanta
• Douglas Hooker, Executive Director, Atlanta Regional 

Commission 
• Scott Jenkins, General Manager, Mercedes-Benz Stadium  

10:30am – 10:45am 

Break

Plenaries gather all Summit participants for corner-
stone conversations that set the stage for the One Water 
Summit 2016, exploring how we can work together to 
scale promising practices to secure a sustainable water 
future for all. Workshop sessions dive into a wide range  
of issues, models, and approaches, allowing participants 
to focus on a particular topic of interest and explore 
connections across issues and disciplines. 

Thursday, June 9
8:00am – 4:00pm

Registration Open
Marquis Level  

8:00am – 9:00am

Breakfast
Marquis Level 

Sessions
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10:45am – 12:00pm

Workshop Series #1
Innovations in Water Reuse and Resource 
Recovery
M101, Marquis Level 
The amount of fresh water available on our planet is finite, 
but new water reuse and resource recovery technologies 
are making the previously impossible, possible. While 
the challenges facing water systems across the country 
are significant, these innovative problem-solvers are 
demonstrating the incredible capacity to overcome seem-
ingly intractable global water issues. This session will 
feature innovative water reuse and resource recovery 
projects and the dynamic leaders that made them happen.
Moderator: Cindy Wallis-Lage, President, Water Business, 
Black & Veatch
Speakers:
• Rick Callender, Deputy Administrative Officer, Office of 

Government Relations, Santa Clara Valley Water District
• Snehal Desai, Global Business Director, Dow Water and 

Process Solutions
• Mark Poling, Business Operations Director, Clean Water 

Services
• Mike Thomas, General Manager, Clayton County Water 

Authority 

Coming Together: Water Stewardship 
Partnerships That Work
M102, Marquis Level
Across the country, efforts are underway to restore  
and maintain healthy watersheds and high water quality 
in our streams, rivers, lakes, and coastal waterways. 
These efforts drive towards a common goal of one water 
steward ship shared by urban, suburban, and rural 
communities. This work, on land and in water, is compli-
cated and requires effective collaboration to forge 
sustainable, common-ground objectives. This session 
will feature municipal, agriculture, and environmental 
partners who are working together to address water 
quality and productivity concerns. Speakers will highlight 
new approaches to inclusive one water management  
for the health of our nation’s waterways. 
Moderator: Elizabeth Cisar, Senior Program Officer, The 
Joyce Foundation
Speakers: 
• Dr. Larry Antosch, Senior Director, Policy Development and 

Environmental Policy, The Ohio Farm Bureau Federation 
• Wayne Fredericks, Board President, Iowa Soybean 

Association
• Michael Reuter, Director of Water, North America, The 

Nature Conservancy 
• Tom Sigmund, Executive Director, NEW Water  

An Equitable Water Future
M103, Marquis Level
When we think of disadvantaged communities who lack 
access to drinking water or sanitation services, we  
think of places like India and Sub-Saharan Africa. But we 
face severe challenges in communities in America too. 
Struggling urban neighborhoods, rural communities, 
and Native American reservations all grapple with 
crippling water problems on a daily basis. This session 
will focus on the water equity challenge in the United 
States and the policy and programmatic solutions 
needed to ensure a sustainable water future for all.
Moderator: Dr. Jalonne White-Newsome, Senior Program 
Officer, The Kresge Foundation
Speakers:
• Veronica Bitting, State Technical Assistance Provider, 

Southeast Rural Community Assistance Project, Inc. 
• Drew Curtis, Community Development and Environmental 

Justice Director, Ironbound Community Corporation
• Laurel Firestone, Co-Founder and Co-Director, Community 

Water Center 
• Darryl Haddock, Watershed Education Director, West 

Atlanta Watershed Alliance
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Building a New Business Model for Water
M104, Marquis Level
Water utilities are responsible for providing an essential 
24/7 service in the face of a number of stark fiscal 
challenges that are a result of inadequate rate structures, 
declining revenues, aging infrastructure, large fixed 
costs, and limited federal funding. While the challenges 
are great, the creativity with which water leaders are 
defining new business models to ensure quality water 
service is even greater. This session will explore new  
and dynamic business models for the water sector, high-
lighting key issues related to financing, partnerships, 
risk and profit sharing, as well as project design, delivery, 
and maintenance.
Moderator: Andy Richardson, Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer, Greeley and Hansen 
Speakers: 
• Odis Jones, Managing Partner, MVP Partners, LLC 
• Steve Kruger, Senior Vice President, Veolia North America
• Tony Parrott, Executive Director, Louisville Metropolitan 

Sewer District
• David St. Pierre, Executive Director, Metropolitan Water 

Reclamation District of Greater Chicago 

12:00pm – 1:45pm 

Luncheon Plenary: 
Today’s Leaders Creating 
Tomorrow’s Cities
Imperial Ballroom, Marquis Level
This panel features influential local elected officials who 
understand the essential role water plays in creating 
strong, prosperous, and inclusive cities. These leaders 
will share their insights on how to proactively advance 
innovative water projects and policies that build sustain-
able and equitable cities.
Moderator: Kevin Shafer, Executive Director, Milwaukee 
Metropolitan Sewerage District and Chair, Board of Directors, 
US Water Alliance
Speakers: 
• Mayor John Dickert, City of Racine, WI 
• Mayor Stephanie Miner, City of Syracuse, NY 
• Councilman Ron Nirenberg, City Council District 8, City 

of San Antonio, TX 
 

1:45pm – 2:00pm 

Break
 

2:00pm – 3:15pm

Workshop Series #2
Regional Planning for One Water
M101, Marquis Level
Water knows no boundaries, but one water leaders have 
to operate in a fragmented system of water management. 
How do we tear down barriers and find a more collabo-
rative approach to one water management? This panel 
will feature three diverse regions and the silo-busting 
leadership that is forging new approaches to regional 
one water planning that maximizes the beneficial use of 
all water—wastewater, drinking water, and stormwater. 
Moderator: Robert Renner, Chief Executive Officer,  
Water Research Foundation
Speakers:
• Martin Adams, Senior Assistant General Manager, Water 

System, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
• Adel Hagekhalil, Assistant Director, Bureau of Sanitation, 

City of Los Angeles
• Ted Henifin, General Manager, Hampton Roads Sanitation 

District
• Katherine Zitsch, Natural Resources Division Manager, 

Atlanta Regional Commission 

Sessions
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Water-Energy Nexus in the Wastewater 
Sector
M102, Marquis Level
The links between water, climate, and sustainable devel-
opment are undeniable, and water infrastructure sits at  
the confluence of the three. Electricity-related emissions 
from wastewater management result in 86.3 million 
metric tons of carbon dioxide per year. That is the equiva-
lent of burning 9.7 billion gallons of gasoline. While 
these numbers are sobering, they also demonstrate a 
tremendous opportunity to cut global emissions created 
through the wastewater treatment process. By replacing 
outdated equipment with high efficiency technologies, 
wastewater managers can cut emissions in half and create 
dramatic cost savings for the utility. This session will 
feature three utility directors working at this water-energy 
nexus as they discuss their view on the opportunities, 
challenges, and needs of this exciting breakthrough in 
wastewater management.
Moderator: Albert Cho, Vice President, Strategy and 
Business Development, Xylem 
Speakers: 
• Maureen Holman, Sustainability Chief, DC Water
• Scott Kelly, Assistant City Administrator, City of West 

Palm Beach 
• Tyler Richards, Assistant Director, Gwinnett County 

Department of Water Resources 

Building Bridges: The Future of Integrated 
Infrastructure Planning and Financing 
M103, Marquis Level
The water sector is not alone in its fight to maintain and 
modernize aging infrastructure systems. Cities, metropol-
itan regions, and states are rebuilding and reimagining 
infrastructure systems to meet evolving demographic, 
economic, and environmental challenges. This requires 
collaboration between modes, designing integrated 
planning processes across jurisdictions, unlocking new 
sources of capital, building partnerships, and sharing  
best practices across political and geographic bound-
aries. Institutions—from infrastructure accelerators to 
metropolitan planning agencies—are working together to 
facilitate knowledge-sharing and remove the uncertainty 
of politics and the financing of infrastructure. This panel 
will provide an overview of the evolving landscape of 
public and private sector efforts to catalyze systemic shifts 
in politics, finance, and planning.
Moderator: Paul Demit, Senior Vice President, MWH Global 
Speakers:
• Dan Carol, Senior Advisor, Beeck Center for Social Impact 

+ Innovation, Georgetown University 
• Marcia Hale, President, Building America’s Future
• Whit Remer, Senior Manager, Federal Government 

Relations, American Society of Civil Engineers

Affordability and Water
M104, Marquis Level
Water affordability is receiving an unprecedented amount 
of attention nationally. While the problem of water afford-
ability for lower-income people is a growing problem, so 
is the state of our aging water and wastewater systems.  
A multi-faceted approach is needed to ensure that low-
income households have reliable and affordable water 
and wastewater service, and that we keep our water and 
wastewater systems in a state of good repair. This 
session will feature speakers who will discuss the water 
affordability challenge in America and highlight innovative 
approaches to tackle this problem.
Moderator: Alaina Beverly, Director of Urban Affairs, Office 
of Federal Relations, University of Chicago
Speakers:
• Gary Brown, Director, Detroit Water and Sewerage 

Department 
• Julius Ciaccia, Chief Executive Officer, Northeast Ohio 

Regional Sewer District 
• Monique Lin-Luse, Assistant Counsel, NAACP Legal 

Defense and Education Fund
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3:15pm – 3:30pm 

Break 
 

3:30pm – 4:45pm

Workshop Series #3
Building the Next Gen Water Workforce
M101, Marquis Level
Skilled workers are needed to build, maintain, and operate 
our nation’s water systems. Upwards of one-third of  
the water workforce is eligible for retirement. This 
looming workforce crisis is a significant operational risk 
for an industry responsible for providing an essential 
24/7 service. Jobs in the water sector are accessible  
to workers with a range of educational levels and offer 
stable career pathways. This session will highlight 
education and training programs that recruit and train 
the next generation water workforce while simultane-
ously connect ing under-represented and disadvantaged 
workers to quality employment in the water industry.
Moderator: Emilio Cruz, Senior Vice President/Director  
of Strategic Pursuits, Carollo Engineers
Speakers:
• Cedric Grant, Executive Director, Sewerage and Water 

Board of New Orleans 
• Harlan Kelly, General Manager, San Francisco Public 

Utilities Commission 
• Howard Neukrug, Senior Fellow, US Water Alliance 

H2O: Regional Economic Development 
Strategies
M102, Marquis Level
Water is the backbone of the US economy. Without water, 
businesses could not operate, cities could not thrive,  
and we could not live. How can we utilize water assets to 
drive economic competitiveness and growth? What are 
the successful economic development initiatives being 
advanced that use water innovation and investment as a 
linchpin strategy? This session will feature three different 
metropolitan regions and their strategies to leverage 
freshwater assets, water technology development, and 
water infrastructure investments to drive regional 
economic growth and prosperity.
Moderator: Melissa Meeker, Executive Director, Water 
Environment and Reuse Foundation
Speakers:
• Dean Amhaus, President and Chief Executive Officer,  

The Water Council
• Robin Barnes, Executive Vice President and Chief 

Operating Officer, Greater New Orleans, Inc.
• Bryan Stubbs, Executive Director, Cleveland Water Alliance

Building Effective Watershed Coalitions
M103, Marquis Level
Building cross-sector coalitions to secure a sustainable 
water future is hard work. How can we develop a shared 
understanding of the challenges and opportunities with 
diverse constituents? How do we build trust? This session 
will feature watershed-scale and state-wide coalitions 
and initiatives to improve water quality and water infra-
struc ture. Our speakers will share the lessons they have 
learned, challenges they have faced, and their successes 
in building winning coalitions for water sustainability.
Moderator: Jeff Nash, Vice President, CH2M Hill
Speakers: 
• Katherine Baer, Director of Science and Policy, River 

Network 
• Steve Bruere, President, Peoples Company and Co-Chair, 

Iowa Soil and Water Future Task Force
• Jenny Hoffner, Vice President for Conservation Strategies, 

American Rivers 
• Larry James, Counsel, Faegre, Baker and Daniels and 

Co-Chair, Iowa Soil and Water Future Task Force

Sessions
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Friday, June 10
8:00am – 10:00am 

Registration Open
Marquis Level 

8:00am – 9:00am 

Breakfast
Marquis Level 

Scaling Green Infrastructure
M104, Marquis Level
Shining examples of green infrastructure to manage 
stormwater sparkle in communities across the country. 
At their best, green infrastructure projects achieve 
multiple benefits at the neighborhood and city scale. 
This session will spotlight the maturation of green 
infrastructure implementation, with a focus on financing, 
policies, and programmatic approaches that can accel-
erate the adoption of this effective one water strategy.
Moderator: Jeffery Dingle, National Water Business Leader, 
Americas, Jacobs  
Speakers: 
• Marc Cammarata, Director, Office of Watersheds, 

Philadelphia Water Department
• Stacy Funderburke, Assistant Regional Counsel and  

Real Estate Associate, The Conservation Fund 
• Adam Krantz, Chief Executive Officer, National Association 

of Clean Water Agencies 

5:00pm – 6:00pm 

One Water Delegation Mixer at the Marriott 
Marquis (for Regional Delegations Only)
Pulse Loft, Atrium Level 

6:00pm – 7:30pm 

Networking Reception at the Marriott 
Marquis
Skyline, 10th Floor 
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9:00am – 10:30am

Morning Plenary:  
Elevating Water as a National 
Priority
Imperial Ballroom, Marquis Level

Welcome 
Speaker: Michael Carlin, Deputy General Manager,  
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission and Vice Chair, 
Board of Directors, US Water Alliance

Elevating Water as a National Priority
To build public and political will for investment in 
sustain able water infrastructure and water resources, 
government, industry, and nonprofit stakeholders all 
need to be engaged. And the general public needs to buy 
in too. With a major national election looming, this 
session will offer insights on how we can work together  
to elevate water as a top national priority, with the  
45th President, Congress, in statehouses, city halls,  
and beyond.
Moderator: Sarah Gardner, Reporter, Marketplace Radio
Speakers: 
• Joel Beauvais, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office  

of Water, US Environmental Protection Agency
• Angela Glover Blackwell, President and Chief Executive 

Officer, PolicyLink
• Seth M. Siegel, Member, Council on Foreign Relations, 

Senior Advisor, Start-Up Nation Central, and Author, Let 
There Be Water  

10:30am – 10:45am

Break

10:45am – 12:00pm

Workshop Series #4
Philanthropy and Water: Investing in our 
Most Essential Resource
M101, Marquis Level
Hear from a panel of philanthropic leaders who are invest-
ing in our most essential resource: water. Foundations 
with a wide range of interests—climate, poverty, workforce 
development, infrastructure renewal—have realized  
that investing in water is a critical part of their strategy. 
These leaders will share why water is essential to the 
change they are striving to make in the world and highlight 
examples of the initiatives they have invested in.
Moderator: Nancy Stoner, Water Program Director and 
Senior Fellow, Pisces Foundation
Speakers: 
• Helen Chin, Program Director, Sustainable Environments, 

Surdna Foundation
• Ella Delio, Director of Environmental and Regional 

Initiatives, Greater New Orleans Foundation 
• Margaret Waldock, Environment Program Director,  

The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation

The Business Case for Valuing Water and 
the Watershed 
M102, Marquis Level
We know water is essential to a strong economy. In a world 
where watersheds are increasingly stressed and strained, 
how are companies engaged? What are the opportunities 
for connecting local efforts to protect and restore our 
rivers with the business security strategies of companies 
who depend upon a sustainable and secure supply of 
clean water for their products and industrial processes? 
This session will feature innovative approaches and 
partnerships that replenish depleted rivers, streams, 
and wetlands through collective action. 
Moderator: Monica Ellis, Chief Executive Officer,  
Global Environmental Technology Foundation and Global 
Water Challenge
Speakers:
• Val Fishman, Chief Development Officer, Bonneville 

Environmental Foundation 
• Monique Oxender, Chief Sustainability Officer, Keurig 

Green Mountain, Inc. 
• Jonathan Radtke, Water Sustainability Program Director, 

Coca-Cola North America 

Sessions



22

12:00pm – 1:45pm

Closing Luncheon Plenary: 
Staying Together, Taking it 
Home —Building the One Water 
Movement
Imperial Ballroom, Marquis Level
How do we make the one water approach the new 
normal in every urban, suburban, and rural community 
in America? This session will feature our regional 
delegations, and others, who will share their commitments 
to one water action. Be prepared to be inspired by the 
dynamic initiatives taking root all across the country, and 
have concrete ideas for how to stay connected to the  
one water movement past the summit.
Moderator: Radhika Fox, Chief Executive Officer, US Water 
Alliance

One Water Commitments:

Atlanta Delegation
The City of Atlanta’s Strategic Green Infrastructure  
Action Plan
• Stephanie Stuckey Benfield, Director, Mayor’s Office of 

Sustainability, City of Atlanta

American Planning Association, Georgia Chapter
Georgia’s Water First Program
• Deatre Denion, WaterFirst Program Coordinator, Georgia 

Department of Community Affairs

Iowa Delegation
Together We’re Better, One Water Iowa 
• Jonathan Gano, Director, Des Moines Public Works

Kansas City Delegation
Blue River Watershed Integrated Planning: Bringing 
Stakeholders Together Across State Lines to Improve 
Water Quality
• Terry Leeds, Director, Kansas City Water Services

Los Angeles Delegation
Connecting the Dots of Innovation, Integration, Inclusion
• Adel Hagekhalil, Assistant Director, Bureau of Sanitation, 

City of Los Angeles

Flint and Its Implications for the Nation
M103, Marquis Level
The crisis in Flint, Michigan is a stark reminder of the 
essential value of water and the role of water infrastruc-
ture in protecting the health and well-being of all people. 
This session will review the recommendations in the 
recently released Governor’s Flint Water Advisory Task 
Force, and feature a discussion of the broader implications 
of the Flint tragedy for infrastructure investment, water 
utility management, and public health in the United States. 
Moderator: Hank Habicht, Managing Partner, Sail Capital 
Partners and Board Member, US Water Alliance 
Speakers:
• J. Anthony “Jim” Beard, Chief Financial Officer, City of 

Atlanta
• Eric Rothstein, Member, Flint Water Advisory Task Force 

and Principal, Galardi Rothstein Group 
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New Jersey Delegation
Statewide Collaborative Plan to Transform Water 
Infrastructure
• Michele Putnam, Director, Division of Water Quality, New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Northeast Ohio Delegation
Valuing Water and Launching a Biomimicry Program 
• Bryan Stubbs, Executive Director, Cleveland Water 

Alliance

San Francisco Delegation
National Blue Ribbon Commission to Accelerate the 
Adoption of On-Site Water Reuse 
• Paula Kehoe, Director of Water Resources, San Francisco 

Public Utilities Commission

Southeast Louisiana Delegation
Launch of Southeast Louisiana Super-Regional Water 
Cluster 
• Robin Barnes, Executive Vice President and Chief 

Operating Officer, Greater New Orleans, Inc.

The Nature Conservancy
Advancing Enduring Conservation of North America’s 
Water Resources 
• Deron Davis, Executive Director, The Nature Conservancy, 

Georgia

Tucson Delegation
Regional Water-Sharing for Water Supply Resiliency
• Wally Wilson, Chief Hydrologist, Tucson Water

Upper Flint River Basin Delegation
Collaborative Dialogue at the Basin Scale 
• Ben Emanuel, Associate Director, Clean Water Supply, 

American Rivers

Water for People
Partnership Agreement between US Water Alliance and 
Water for People
• Eleanor Allen, Chief Executive Officer, Water for People

Wisconsin Delegation
Statewide Cooperative Agreement to Advance One 
Watershed Action 
• Michael Mucha, Chief Engineer and Director, Madison 

Metropolitan Sewerage District

Sessions
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Stronger Together. 

This is a core belief that drives everything that we do at 
the US Water Alliance. We welcome leaders from across 
the country that are participating in the summit as a 
member of a One Water Delegation. Our delegates are 
champions for a sustainable water future and are 
dedicated to peer exchange, knowledge building, and 
translating the learnings from One Water Summit 2016 
back to their home regions or communities of practice.

We thank the many partners who helped form the One 
Water Delega tions. We look forward to working with you in 
the months and years to come.  

 

American Planning Association, Georgia Chapter
The Georgia Chapter of the American Planning Association (APA) delega-
tion brings together urban and regional planners who are dedicated to 
planning approaches that advance sustainable water management. The 
organization is an advocate for good planning and a respected source  
of training and information. Through conferences, events, partnerships, 
the Community Planning Institute, and other initiatives, the APA provides 
important resources to communities in Georgia. With nearly 38,000 
members, APA produces resources that planners use to make safer, 
greener, healthier, and more sustainable communities. Advocacy and 
communications training and participation in the Planners’ Advocacy 
Network equip members to speak up effectively for planning. Planners 
from all over the world gather at APA’s National Planning Conference 
for high-quality professional education and networking. We reach out, 
inform, engage, and deliver education and benefits to APA members 
with new technologies and on multiple platforms. 

Atlanta
The City of Atlanta One Water Delegation includes representatives from 
the public, private, academic and non-profit sectors, highlighting their 
collective work in making the city a model for sustainable and innovative 
water management. With leadership from the Department of Watershed 
Management and expanding collaborations between the City, federal 
agencies, non-profits, and community groups, the City is advancing 
sustainable approaches to managing stormwater, wastewater, and drink-
ing water, while improving the resiliency of critical watersheds and the 
neighborhoods affected by them. Since Atlanta’s inclusion as a ‘Spotlight 
City’ at the 2013 One Water Summit, Atlanta has continued to under-
take innovative projects, including a major water supply program, 
initiatives associated with the Urban Waters Federal Partnership in the 
Proctor Creek Watershed, and a strategic action plan to scale up our 
established green infrastructure program. At One Water Summit 2016, 
the delegation will highlight the adoption of the City’s first Green 
Infrastructure Strategic Action Plan and the recent commitment of 
additional resources to expand green infrastructure projects.

Atlanta: Partnership for Southern Equity
The Partnership for Southern Equity pushes for policies and actions 
that promote equity and shared prosperity in metropolitan Atlanta and 
beyond. Through forums, research, and other efforts, the Partnerships 
for Southern Equity brings together a regional ecosystem of partners 
to lift up and realize just, sustainable, and civic practices for balanced 
growth and opportunity. This One Water delegation brings together 
neighborhood and non-profit leaders who are working together on a 
range of issues including equitable development, trans portation 
planning, environmental justice, and are now engaging more deeply on 
water related issues. Partnership for Southern Equity has initiated an 
effort with local and national partners to organize a collective impact 
approach toward realizing equity in green infrastructure decision 
making and local investments.

Georgia Association of Water Professionals 
The Georgia Association of Water Professionals (GAWP) is a unique  
one water statewide professional association of over 4,000 individual 
members, and more than 200 utilities and companies working in the 
fields of water supply, water treatment, and water protection. Since 1932, 
the Association has provided training, education, professional develop-
ment, and promoted sound public policy in water resources and related 
environmental fields. The Association serves as an umbrella organization 
for the Georgia members of the Water Environment Federation, the 
American Water Works Association, the American Water Resources 
Association, the Georgia Water Wise Council, the Georgia Groundwater 
Association, and the American Backflow Prevention Association. GAWP 
members include those on the “frontline” that operate treatment plants 
and water systems, maintain infrastructure, conduct lab tests and 
assure compliance, and serve Georgians in the constant delivery of safe 
drinking water and protection of water quality. GAWP members also 
include utility executives and managers, customer service representa-
tives, public education and outreach professionals, engineering, 
planning and design consultants, and equipment representatives. The 
association not only serves the entire realm of the water industry in 
Georgia, but seeks to build one water partnerships with other groups 
that will help to secure our water future. 

Iowa
The One Water Iowa Delegation is a collaboration of diverse leaders—
urban and rural—committed to building a sustainable water and 
environmental future for the state. Working together, Iowa is dedicated 
to integrating solutions, where water and other resources are managed  
in a holistic and coordinated way through collective understanding  
of surface and ground water, drinking water, wastewater, storm water, 
and flood water management. In 2013, Iowa developed a Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy with a robust science and technology assessment 
with broad stakeholder alignment, including point and nonpoint source 
commitments, to adopt technologies that improve water quality.  
Moving forward, Iowa is embracing a broader water future and expanding 
the focus to include climate change impacts and opportunities, soil 
health, watershed planning, resilient communities and substantial 
funding. Following this framework, watershed communities are 
working together to reduce flood risk as well as improve water quality 
and soil health both upstream and downstream. This work is building  
a sustainable water future, plus stronger communities and agricultural 
industry, to help Iowa be better tomorrow than we are today.

Delegations
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Kansas City Region
The Kansas City regional delegation is a bi-state group of water and 
wastewater professionals, non-profits, and community partners 
dedicated to addressing the future of water in the metro area. In order 
to embrace a one water approach in an area divided by two major  
rivers and a state line, community partnerships and strong, well-defined 
goals are a necessity. Our region is demonstrating our commitment  
to a one water future through green infrastructure, public-private 
partner ships, combined sewer overflow reduction, bi-state watershed 
work groups, strong community outreach, and innovative communi-
cation and education strategies. This regional delegation includes 
representatives from Kansas City and Independence on the Missouri 
side, Johnson County on the Kansas side, the Mid-America Regional 
Council, which joins the region together through long-term planning, 
and the community partners that work with these entities in both 
states. The goal of the delegation is to work together during One Water 
Summit 2016 to understand and break through the boundaries that 
separate our utilities and increase collaboration to improve water quality 
throughout the region. 

Los Angeles, CA
The One Water Los Angeles Delegation—represented by public, private, 
and non-profit leaders—is a shining example of the collaboration that  
is critical to accomplishing the city’s One Water LA 2040 program. The 
program objectives include: smarter land use practices, healthier 
watersheds, greater water and wastewater system reliability, increased 
efficiency and operation of water utilities, livable communities, resilience 
against climate change, and protection of public health—all key elements 
of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s sustainability “pLAn” and drought resilience 
plan to reduce water portable consumption and increase local water 
supply sources. Achieving these objectives in a city as large and diverse 
as Los Angeles requires a paradigm shift—from separate city depart-
ments, non-governmental organizations, and regional agencies working 
independently, to a model that instills innovation, integration, and 
inclusion in all of the city’s water management efforts. The stakeholder-
driven One Water LA 2040 program is already producing results, as 
seen in the collaborative efforts to replenish groundwater basins with 
30,000 acre-feet per year of recycled water, to implement projects that 
capture urban runoff and stormwater to improve water at the city’s 
beaches while replenishing groundwater, and to bring together multiple 
city departments (such as LAX Airport, Recreation and Parks, City 
Planning, City Transportation) to implement new projects, policies and 
ordinances that are greatly expanding water recycling, water conser-
vation, and stormwater capture. By implementing projects such as these, 
while creating a network of collaboration, Los Angeles is creating the 
resiliency it needs to thrive for generations to come.

New Jersey 
The New Jersey delegation brings together utility, nonprofit, and 
foundation leaders who are working together through Jersey Water 
Works, a new collaborative engaged in transforming inadequate  
water infrastructure through investments in sustainable, cost-effective 
solutions that provide communities with clean water and waterways; 
healthier, safer neighborhoods; flood and climate resilience; local jobs; 
and economic growth. Jersey Water Works is led by a multi-sector 
20-member steering committee. More than 200 supporting members 
have pledged to advance the collaborative’s shared goals and more 
than 100 of them are actively engaged in committee work. In April, the 
collaborative adopted a 2016 work plan with projects in each of its  
four key focus areas: Effective Green and Gray Infrastructure; Smart 

Combined Sewer Overflow Plans; Financially Sustainable Systems;  
and Empowered Stakeholders. At One Water Summit 2016, the New 
Jersey delegation will share their ambitious work plan that includes  
15 projects that range from revising state policy; defining and marketing 
best practices; partnering with mayors, trade associations, and 
community organizations; convening support networks for practitioners; 
to providing training and resources.

Northeast Ohio
The Northeast Ohio One Water delegation includes representatives 
from public, private, nonprofit, research, economic development,  
and academic institutions. The delegation is led by the Cleveland Water 
Alliance—an organization that coordinates, facilitates, and fosters 
economic development through a water innovation cluster and elevates 
the conversation about the value of clean water to our region. 
Delegation partners include the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, 
JobsOhio, TeamNEO, NASA Glenn, and Cleveland State University.  
At One Water Summit 2016, the Northeast Ohio delegation will 
announce Phase 2 of its Value of Water study for Northeast Ohio which 
will explore the link between clean and reliable water to regional 
economic growth and business, including impacts on water enabled 
industry, jobs/workforce development, and gross regional product 
(GRP). The Northeast Ohio delegation will also launch the first in the 
nation Bio- and Eco-mimetic Water Innovation program to: 1) develop 
and bring to market biomimicry inspired solutions to improve water 
quality; 2) prepare design guidelines, protocols and policy frameworks 
for integrating the biomimicry process into stormwater management, 
green infrastructure and shoreline stabilization/enhancement, and;  
3) deliver workshops to interested private and public sector groups.

Raleigh-Durham, NC
The Raleigh-Durham delegation represents local governments, conser-
vation organizations, consultants, and North Carolina State University. 
Almost 2.5 million people live in the Research Triangle—a region that is 
growing rapidly in terms of both population and economic activity. 
Much of the increased growth is concentrated in the cities of Durham, 
Raleigh, Cary, and Chapel Hill which share the Upper Neuse and Upper 
Cape Fear watersheds. The region’s local governments are collaborating 
on balancing the demand for clean water with the need to reduce 
nutrient loading in local rivers and reservoirs. The Upper Neuse Clean 
Water Initiative is focused on source water protection of Falls Lake  
and other reservoirs. The Upper Neuse River Basin Association is helping 
coordinate a functional and collaborative path toward compliance with 
clean water laws and regulations. Within the redeveloping downtown 
areas of Durham and Raleigh, multipurpose green infrastructure 
projects are being pursued to improve storm water management and 
water quality while also providing new recreational corridors that 
generate investments in compact, residential, retail and office develop-
ment connected by public transit, walking and biking.

San Francisco, CA
The San Francisco One Water Delegation includes representatives  
from public, private, and non-profit entities who are passionate about 
advancing a sustainable water future, serving our community, and 
being a good neighbor to all whose lives or neighborhoods are directly 
affected by our water and wastewater operations. Leading the 
delegation is the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC),  
a department of the City and County of San Francisco that provides 
water, wastewater, and hydroelectric and solar power services to San 
Francisco. The SFPUC is the first utility in the nation to adopt an 
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agency-wide Community Benefits and Environmental Justice policy. 
The San Francisco Delegation is implementing eight new large-scale 
green infrastructure projects, climate resiliency improvements on 
infrastructure along our coastline, and major upgrades to San Francisco’s 
three wastewater treatment plants. We are also developing pioneering 
water conversation and diversification programs. One such program, the 
San Francisco Non-potable Water Program, is the first in the nation 
mandating new developments to reuse water onsite for non-potable 
purposes such as toilet flushing. At One Water Summit 2016, the San 
Francisco delegation will discuss the SFPUC’s partnership with the US 
Water Alliance on the National Blue Ribbon Commission to Accelerate 
the Adoption of Onsite Water Reuse. Over the course of the next two 
years, the National Blue Ribbon Commission will develop and advance 
policy and regulatory recommendations that support implementation  
of onsite water reuse projects nationwide.

Southeast Louisiana
In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, some of the most significant water 
challenges of Southeast Louisiana were made known to the world: storm 
surge, flooding, a degraded coastline, and subsidence. Following the 
revelation that generations of water infrastructure—once world-leading—
were neglected and below capacity, leaders from across the region and 
the world initiated a wave of innovation in coastal and urban water infra-
structure. Today, a diverse water cluster, including key assets and invest-
ments from New Orleans to Baton Rouge and along the coast, are turning 
environmental challenges into economic advantages. By harnessing 
billions of dollars to implement of the State of Louisiana’s Master Plan for 
a Sustainable Coast (a 50 year, $50 billion plan for coastal protection  
and restoration), as well as the Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan (a 
vision for living with water in the New Orleans region), new earth science 
specialties in coastal and urban water are abounding. The Southeast 
Louisiana Delegation at One Water Summit 2016 represents a small 
sample of this wave, with leadership from the City of New Orleans and the 
State of Louisiana, water industry leaders, economic development profes-
sionals, philanthropy, and small business/entrepreneur accelerators. 

The Nature Conservancy 
The Nature Conservancy is a global conservation organization with a 
mission to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends. 
Our vision is a world where the diversity of life thrives, and people act 
to conserve nature for its own sake and its ability to fulfill our needs 
and enrich our lives. In North America, we strive towards enduring 
conservation of the region’s water resources. The Nature Conservancy 
deploys more than 300 staff focused on freshwater across North 
America. In conjunction with many partners, we work to keep natural 
systems healthy to ensure our waters remain clean, abundant, and 
managed in ways that meet the needs of people and nature. Our portfolio 
of nature-based solutions includes focal areas of water resources 
infrastructure, water markets, water funds, risk reduction and resilience, 
urban water, and agricultural nutrients. In Metro Atlanta, the 
Conservancy’s water projects include collaborating with farmers to 
reduce agricultural runoff in the rivers of north Georgia and investigating 
the relationship between storm water runoff and tree canopy.  

Tucson, AZ
The Tucson One Water Delegation unites leaders and staff from the City 
of Tucson and Tucson Water Department who jointly are creating a 
vision of long-term water sustainability for this Sonoran Desert 
community. This vision prioritizes the protection of Tucson’s finite 
groundwater resources and the efficient use of Tucson’s entire 
renewable water portfolio, including imported water from the Colorado 
River, reclaimed water, potable reuse, and seasonal rains that fall 
locally. Tucson has pioneered and led innovative strategies to make 
water conservation a way of life, and has pioneered flexible water-
sharing agreements with other Arizona cities to collaboratively manage 
water resources. Conservation, water sharing, rainwater and 
stormwater harvesting, potable reuse, and groundwater recharge will 
be increasingly important responses to long-term drought conditions in 
the Southwest. Tucson Water and the City of Tucson are committed to 
leading regional water sustainability throughout southern Arizona.

Upper Flint River Basin, GA
Georgia’s Flint River has its source in an urban area near Atlanta’s 
international airport, and provides water supply throughout its 
headwaters in southern metropolitan Atlanta. The Upper Flint River 
Basin Delegation includes stormwater managers, sustainability 
professionals, nonprofit staff, and water providers from throughout the 
Flint River’s headwaters. Most of these delegates are participants  
in the Upper Flint River Working Group, a three-year-old voluntary, 
collaborative group of water utility and non-governmental stakeholders 
addressing drought resilience and water availability. The delegation 
includes agencies that neighbor one another in the urban and suburban 
portions of the watershed, from the river’s source to the fringe of 
metropolitan Atlanta. These agencies each manage one or more aspects 
of urban water flows with direct implications for water resource 
sustainability both within their own service areas and in those of their 
neighbors in the basin. Delegates are pursuing water supply security  
and watershed sustainability through water efficiency, reuse, drought 
preparedness, stormwater management and other measures, as well  
as convening for collaborative dialogue across political boundaries at 
the watershed scale. At One Water Summit 2016, the Upper Flint River 
Basin delegation will share our experiences and reaffirm our commit-
ment to river basin sustainability with additional stakeholders from  
the upper river’s urban headwaters to its rural reaches.

Wisconsin
The One Watershed Wisconsin Delegation brings together leaders  
from Green Bay, Madison, Milwaukee, and Racine who are working to 
advance a broad and sustainable vision for how to manage water 
resources in the state that is “America’s Dairyland”. Wisconsin’s One 
Watershed strategy prioritizes natural approaches to managing  
water and the associated impacts that infrastructure has on residents. 
Wisconsin’s innovative one water management strategies include 
generating energy through the wastewater treatment process; removing 
concrete from rivers; installing green infrastructure; working on 
shared water quality objectives between different utilities; and working 
upstream on water quality issues with the agricultural community.  
All of this is built on a solid foundation of outreach and collaboration.  
At the One Water Summit 2016, leaders in the Wisconsin delegation are 
committing to a state-wide cooperative agreement to share best 
practices and learning across utilities to accelerate the adoption of the 
One Watershed framework.

Delegations
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Martin Adams
Senior Assistant General Manager, Water System, Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power (LADWP)
With more than 30 years of experience with LADWP, Martin has worked 
throughout the Water System and was directly involved with the planning 
and implementation of sweeping upgrades centered on the removal  
of open distribution reservoirs and changes in water treatment to meet 
new water quality regulations. Prior to his current appointment, he 
spent ten years as the director of water operations in charge of the day 
to day operation and maintenance of the Los Angeles water delivery 
system, including the historical Los Angeles Aqueduct and other supply 
sources, pump stations, reservoirs, water treatment, and management  
of Water System properties. 

Judy Adler
President, The Turner Foundation
As President of the Turner Foundation, Judy is responsible for implemen-
ting the foundation’s mission of protecting and restoring our natural 
systems—the air, land, and water on which all life depends. Before being 
appointed as President, Judy managed the energy and water programs  
at the foundation. Judy has over 20 years of environmental experience  
in the public, private, and nonprofit sectors. Prior to joining the Turner 
Foundation, Judy worked for the State of Georgia’s Sustainability Division 
where she managed a team of engineers that helped businesses and 
institutions reduce their environmental footprint. She also worked as  
a project manager and project engineer with Metcalf & Eddy, Inc. (now 
AECOM) where she provided environmental services for industrial, 
municipal and federal clients. 

Eleanor Allen
Chief Executive Officer, Water For People
Eleanor Allen is fiercely passionate about improving the state of the 
world with respect to water and sanitation and has dedicated her 
career to this goal. First as a Peace Corps volunteer in the Dominican 
Republic, then as a consulting engineer (at CH2M and ARCADIS), and 
now as the CEO of Water For People. She is dedicated to leading Water 
For People to bring reliable and lasting access to safe water and 
sanitation in Latin America, Africa, and India. 

Dean Amhaus
President and Chief Executive Officer, The Water Council
Dean has served as the president and CEO of The Water Council since 
March 2010. His diverse, 30 year background in multiple sectors encap-
sulates a wide-range of expertise in government relations, branding, 
fundraising, economic development, and non-profit management. Dean 
has also served as the president of The Spirit of Milwaukee which is 
dedicated to enhancing Milwaukee’s image, as well as the president of 
Forward Wisconsin, the state’s economic development organization, 
and executive director of the Wisconsin Sesquicentennial Commission.

Dr. Larry Antosch
Senior Director, Policy Development and Environmental Policy, The Ohio 
Farm Bureau Federation
Larry Antosch has worked for the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation since 
1999 and is responsible for overseeing, planning, developing, and 
implementing programs and projects addressing policy development 
and emerging environmental and energy policy issues. Prior to joining 
OFBF, Larry spent 13 years at the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency in the Division of Surface Water. While at the EPA, his areas of 
responsibility centered on watershed management. Larry is also an 
adjunct assistant professor in the School of Environment and Natural 
Resources at the Ohio State University.

Katherine Baer
Director of Science and Policy, River Network
As an environmental advocate for over 15 years, Katherine has worked 
for American Rivers, Triangle Land Conservancy, Upper Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper, the Center for Progressive Reform, and the School  
for Field Studies. In that work, she has led efforts to improve policies 
for clean and reliable water at the local, state, and national levels, 
including testifying before Congressional Committees, serving on state 
and national working groups on topics including drought management, 
climate change adaptation, reducing sewer overflows, and working with 
watershed groups. While at American Rivers, Katherine led a team  
of policy and technical experts working to advance green infrastructure 
through successful advocacy for increased funding and stronger 
permits and policies. 

J. Anthony Beard
Chief Financial Officer, City of Atlanta
As Chief Financial Officer, J. Anthony “Jim” Beard has primary respon-
sibility for the oversight and management of the City’s financial 
condition and advises the Mayor and the City Council on issues such  
as municipal finance, budgeting, treasury activities, accounting, 
financial policies and pension matters. Prior to this assignment, he 
served as the Deputy Commissioner of Finance and Management for 
Atlanta’s Department of Watershed Management providing centralized 
financial and administrative support for the City’s multi-billion dollar 
water sewer system as well as leadership, coordination and oversight 
of the business systems used within the department to provide 
effective and efficient service. 

Robin Barnes
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Greater New  
Orleans, Inc.
As the number two executive at Greater New Orleans, Inc., the regional 
economic development organization for Southeast Louisiana, Robin 
Barnes oversees several major initiatives designed to create and protect 
jobs in the region. To turn environmental challenges into economic 
opportunity, resilience and job creation, Robin has led the development 
of the region’s environmental management industry and workforce 
sector and the Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan. She has built 
new coalitions to better engage the business community in restoration 
and resilience efforts, including the Coalition for Coastal Resilience 
and Economy in Louisiana, which is composed of key executives from 
diverse industries in the Greater New Orleans region. 

Speaker Bios
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Joel Beauvais 
Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of Water, US Environmental 
Protection Agency
Joel Beauvais serves as the acting deputy assistant administrator for 
the Office of Water at the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
Prior to his appointment in the Office of Water, Joel served as associate 
administrator for EPA’s Office of Policy, which leads the agency’s cross-
cutting regulatory policy, economics and climate adaptation work. He 
also served as associate assistant administrator in EPA’s Office of Air 
and Radiation, where he oversaw a broad portfolio of domestic and 
international air quality and climate policy issues. He previously served 
as special counsel to the Office of the Administrator in EPA’s Office of 
General Counsel. From 2007 to 2010, Joel worked on energy and climate 
legislation and policy in the US House of Representatives. 

Stephanie Stuckey Benfield
Director, Mayor’s Office of Sustainability, City of Atlanta
Since 2015, Stephanie has served as the Director of the Office of Sustain-
ability for Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed. Previously, Stephanie served as 
the executive director of GreenLaw, an Atlanta-based organization 
providing legal and technical assistance to environmental and community 
groups statewide. Prior to joining GreenLaw, Stephanie served as a 
State Representative for 14 years, during which time she was a member 
of the Judiciary and Natural Resources Committees. She also serves 
on the Boards for the Green Chamber of the South, the Olmsted Linear 
Parks Alliance and Earthshare of Georgia, and is a member of the 
Institute for Georgia Environmental Leadership Class of 2013.

Alaina Beverly
Director of Urban Affairs, Office of Federal Relations, University of Chicago
Alaina is responsible for sharing the University of Chicago’s research, 
scholarship, and models of urban investment with federal policymakers 
and national partners. She identifies strategic opportunities to advance 
efforts to enhance the quality of urban life in University’s surrounding 
South Side neighborhoods. An experienced civil rights lawyer, urban 
advocate, and political strategist, Alaina came to the University from 
The Raben Group, a public policy and advocacy firm in Washington, DC. 
She also served as associate director for the first-ever White House 
Office of Urban Affairs during the first term of the Obama Administration. 

Thomas Birmingham
Vice President, Brown and Caldwell
Thomas is a proven leader, project manager, consensus builder, and 
design engineer with more than 16 years of diverse experience leading 
projects in wastewater and water design and studies, infrastructure 
studies, cogeneration systems, and storm water pollution control. As a 
seasoned project manager, Tom has managed large, multi-disciplinary 
teams on complex design, field-intensive and dynamic projects and 
consistently delivers results that exceed client expectations. Tom is a San 
Francisco resident who has embraced philanthropy as part of his life. 

Veronica Bitting
Technical Assistance Provider, Southeast Rural Community Assistance 
Project (SERCAP)
Veronica is known within the state of North Carolina as a passionate 
advocate for disenfranchised communities, populations, and individ uals. 
Veronica has served over 30 years with nonprofit organizations 
including Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), Communities in 
Schools, HUD/Housing Authorities, and Habitat for Humanity. Veronica’s 
service with SERCAP has granted her many opportunities to serve 
rural populations in partnership with North Carolina’s Department of 
Health and Human Services, HUD’s Child Lead Project, Rogers 
Eubanks Neighborhood Association and more.

Angela Glover Blackwell
President and Chief Executive Officer, PolicyLink
Angela Glover Blackwell, president and chief executive officer, started 
PolicyLink in 1999 and continues to drive its mission of advancing 
economic and social equity. Under Angela’s leadership, PolicyLink has 
become a leading voice in the movement to use public policy to improve 
access and opportunity for all low-income people and communities of 
color, particularly in the areas of health, housing, transportation, 
education, and infrastructure. Prior to founding PolicyLink, Angela served 
as senior vice president at the Rockefeller Foundation, where she 
oversaw the foundation’s domestic and cultural divisions. A lawyer by 
training, she gained national recognition as founder of the Oakland  
(CA) Urban Strategies Council, where she pioneered new approaches to 
neighborhood revitalization. 

Dion-Jay Brookter 
Deputy Director, Young Community Developers, Inc.
As the deputy director of Young Community Developers, Dion-Jay 
oversees 27 programs, a staff of 28 and the management of a four 
million-dollar budget. Dion-Jay has a successful track record working 
in the private sector, as well as the nonprofit community including  
the Fresno Career Development Institute Inc. where he played a key 
role in helping the incarcerated population with their re-entry back into 
our communities. While working full time at FCDI he also pursued  
and reached one of his professional goals in 2009—obtaining a MBA in 
order to better serve and understand the needs of employers. 

Gary Brown
Director, Detroit Water and Sewerage Department
Gary Brown was appointed as the director of Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department in October 2015. He is leading the department toward a 
customer-focused, fiscally-responsible operation. Previously, Brown 
was the City of Detroit’s Group Executive for Operations charged with 
ensuring the continued improvement of city services. He was initially 
hired as chief compliance officer by Emergency Manager Kevyn Orr, 
after spending nearly four years as president pro tem on City Council. 
Prior to being elected to Council, Brown had a 26-year career in the 
Detroit Police Department.
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Steve Bruere
President, Peoples Company and Co-Chair, Iowa Soil and Water Future 
Task Force
Steve is the president of Peoples Company, a leading Iowa-based land 
brokerage with a diversified offering of land management, land appraisal 
and land investing services in eight Midwest states. He leads a 60-person 
team of brokers, managers and appraisers serving Iowa, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Montana, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Illinois 
and Mississippi, and representing owners of some of the most fertile 
and valuable farm ground in the world. In addition to his role of running 
Peoples Company, Steve uses his network to facilitate investment 
grade opportunities, placing investor clients in front of high-caliber deals.

Jessica Buendia
Community Benefits Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
Jessica works with the SFPUC’s Power, Waster, and Wastewater 
Enterprises, Bureaus, and Divisions to implement the community benefits 
policy; manages the program’s strategic partnerships with public, 
private, philanthropic, and nonprofit entities; and is responsible for 
developing the internal systems and technology to track, measure, and 
communicate the impacts of agency-wide community benefits 
programs and contracts with external partners in key areas such as jobs, 
economic development, environmental justice, education, and arts 
spending. Jessica comes to the SFPUC with twelve years of experience  
in the foundation, government, and nonprofit sectors. 

Rick Callender
Deputy Administrative Officer, Office of Government Relations, Santa Clara 
Valley Water District
As the Deputy Administrative Officer, Rick is responsible for strategic 
advice and counsel to the CEO and managing all public affairs issues. 
He is also responsible for all government relations at the federal, state 
and local level, which includes developing positive working relationships 
and implementing strategic outreach and advocacy efforts relating to 
flood control and water utilities.

Marc Cammarata 
Director, Office of Watersheds, Philadelphia Water
Marc leads Philadelphia Water’s implementation efforts for the “Green 
City, Clean Waters” program which integrates land-based urban 
sustain ability goals with the goals for clean, safe, attractive and acces-
sible rivers and streams. He has over 17 years of experience in water 
resources engineering and environmental planning. 

Michael Carlin
Deputy General Manager and Chief Operating Officer, San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission
Michael Carlin was appointed as the deputy general manager and chief 
operating officer of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
(SFPUC) in 2009. In that role Michael supervises the agency’s efforts in 
capital planning, emergency response, asset management, and other 
functions across the three business lines—water, power, and wastewater. 
Prior to this position, Michael served as the assistant general manager 
for water where he led the effort to diversify the water supply portfolio. 
He continues in that role leading many of the environmental initiatives 
including addressing the impact of climate change on the organization. 
He joined the SFPUC in 1996 as the water resources planning manager 
where he led the effort to develop comprehensive capital plans. 

Dan Carol
Senior Advisor, Beeck Center for Social Impact + Innovation, Georgetown 
University
In his current role, Dan focuses on a portfolio of work to accelerate 
government innovation and linking policy to fiscal and social impact.  
A former residential Management Fellow, member of the Clinton Global 
initiative, and senior campaign advisor to the Clinton-Gore 1992 and 
Obama-Biden 2008 campaigns, Dan has worked for three decades with 
business, government, community, and foundation leaders to solve 
complex system problems with creative thinking, digital strategies, and 
face to face collaboration. Among his projects: the creation of the  
West Coast Infrastructure Exchange, a 2015 winner of the Harvard Ash 
Center award for government innovation. A founding contributor to the 
Huffington Post, Dan has co-authored one book on collaboration, multiple 
articles, and is currently working on a new book on community innovation. 

Helen Chin
Program Director, Sustainable Environments, Surdna Foundation
Helen Chin is the Program Director for Sustainable Environments at 
the Surdna Foundation, a family foundation based in New York City.  
The Sustainable Environment Program, focuses on “next generation 
infrastruc ture” to improve transit systems, advance energy systems, 
better manage our water systems and rebuild regional food systems. 
Focusing on urban areas and their surrounding suburbs, she supports 
solutions that connect and improve these infrastructure systems in 
ways that maximize positive impacts and minimize negative environmen-
tal, economic and social consequences. Prior to joining the Foundation, 
Helen worked for West Harlem Environmental Action (WE ACT), leading 
initiatives on land use planning and transportation that were identified  
as core concerns by the community and New York City to advance its 
sustainability efforts. 

Albert Cho
Vice President, Strategy and Business Development, Xylem
As Xylem’s vice president for strategy and business development, 
Albert leads corporate and business strategy, market intelligence, and 
business development activities across the approximately four billion 
global enterprise. Before Xylem, Albert worked as senior advisor to the 
Deputy Secretary at the State Department, where he was a White 
House Fellow and served on Secretary Clinton’s Policy Planning Staff. 
Previously, he was an executive at Cisco Systems, where he led 
innovation projects applying information technology to environmental 
challenges. He also worked at McKinsey & Company, where he helped 
found the Sustainability and Resources Practice and advised clients  
in the industrial, high tech and financial sectors. He served at the 
United Nations with Undersecretary General Jeffrey Sachs on a global 
plan for achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

Julius Ciaccia
Chief Executive Officer, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
Appointed in 2007, Julius is responsible for all aspects of managing 
one of the nation’s largest wastewater management utilities. Respon-
sibilities include compliance with a three billion, 25-year consent order 
for a long term control plan that significantly reduces combined sewer 
overflows, as well as the development and implementation of a new 
storm water management program. Julius began his career in public 
utilities in 1977 with the City of Cleveland. During the 25 years of 
service at Cleveland Water he oversaw the management of over one 
billion worth of capital improvement projects and maintained the 
agency’s favorable financial position.

Speaker Bios
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Elizabeth Cisar
Senior Program Officer, The Joyce Foundation
As a Senior Program Officer for the Environment Program, Elizabeth 
manages the Great Lakes portfolio. Before joining Joyce, Elizabeth  
was the Director of the Great Lakes Office of the Conservation Fund, 
Environment Program Director at the Crown Family Philanthropies, and 
Director of Land Conservation Programs at Grand Victoria Foundation. 
Elizabeth is an active member of the Great Lakes Funders Collaboration. 
Elizabeth, an attorney, also has practiced law in the nonprofit and 
commercial sectors. She clerked for Judge William J. Bauer on the US 
7th Circuit Court of Appeals.

Emilio Cruz
Senior Vice President/Director of Strategic Pursuits, Carollo Engineers
Emilio Cruz offers 30 years of diverse engineering, management, and 
construction expertise as both a public and private sector employee.  
He was director of operations for the Port of San Francisco, the general 
manager for the Metropolitan Transit Authority in San Francisco,  
the director of economic development for the City and County of San 
Francisco, and chief of staff for San Francisco Mayor Willie L. Brown, 
Jr. Later experience includes program management for multi-billion 
capital programs, including serving as assistant general manager  
for the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s $10 billion capital 
program. Emilio has also led business development and strategic 
growth initiatives for URS and AECOM. 

Drew Curtis
Director of Community Development and Environmental Justice, Ironbound 
Community Corporation
Drew serves as Director of Community Development and Environmental 
Justice at Ironbound Community Corporation (ICC), where he oversees a 
staff of fifteen working on community organizing, policy development, 
economic empowerment & development, affordable housing, neighbor-
hood planning & revitalization, and environmental initiatives. He comes 
to ICC from the Bergen County Division of Community Development, 
where he coordinated economic development projects and oversaw 
compliance with federal regulations in the areas of fair housing, labor 
standards, and the environment. He also sits on the board of the Essex 
Community Land Trust, which has the mission of keeping housing 
perpetually affordable.

Deron Davis
Executive Director, The Nature Conservancy, Georgia
As Executive Director of the Conservancy’s program in Georgia, Deron 
Davis leads a team of dedicated staff conserving mountains and 
streams in the north, forests and rivers to the south and the marshes, 
beaches and islands of the coast. A native Georgian, Deron has a 
diverse background in conservation. Most recently the Conservancy’s 
director of conservation, Deron came to the global organization from  
the Georgia Department of Natural Resources where he served on the 
State Water Plan leadership team; launched a water conservation 
campaign and directed an environmental school improvement program. 

Ella Delio
Director of Environmental and Regional Initiatives, Greater New Orleans 
Foundation
Ella guides the programmatic work of the Greater New Orleans 
Foundation’s work related to urban water management, coastal res-
toration and protection, and the water economy. Previously, Ella worked 
at the World Resources Institute, an environmental think tank, where 
she served as global director of the new ventures program. In that  
role, she provided business development and investment facilitation 
services to innovative environmental enterprises in Brazil, China, 
Colombia, India, Indonesia, and Mexico. She co-led the development of 
the program’s five year strategic plan, and she helped build the Green 
Investor Network in India, a group of investors interested in funding 
environmental entrepreneurs. 

Paul Demit
Senior Vice President, MWH Global
As the senior vice president and director of Americas Program 
Management, Paul is responsible for developing client relationships and 
ensuring delivery of MWH services to global water, resources, and 
infrastructure projects and programs. He worked previously for Parsons 
Brinckerhoff, serving as managing director of PB Water. He has more 
than 23 years of water sector experience, leading teams to deliver 
program management, design build, and other projects. Prior to working 
in the private sector, Paul had a successful career in the public sector  
at Boston Water and Sewer. 

Deatre Denion
WaterFirst Program Coordinator, Georgia Department of Community Affairs
Deatre has been working for GA Dept of Community Affairs coordinating 
the WaterFirst and Water Technical Assistance Programs for almost  
10 years. Over the past 15 years, Deatre has worked in some capacity on 
the Coastal Non-Point Source Plan, from stakeholder and now coordi-
nating the final submittal. Before DCA, Deatre worked for the Chatham— 
Savannah Metropolitan Planning Commission coordinating the Water 
Conservation and Quality Program for Chatham County and all its 
municipalities. She also worked for City of Savannah managing their 
Environmental Outreach programs when the joint funding was split. 

Snehal Desai
Global Business Director, Dow Water and Process Solutions
Snehal is responsible for developing and implementing the growth strat-
egy for Dow Water and Process Solutions and leading the approximately 
1,700 employees worldwide. From 2008 to 2010, he led commercial  
and business development for Segetis, a startup focused on developing 
novel bio-based chemicals, and from 2003 to 2008, served as the  
vice president and chief marketing officer of NatureWorks LLC, the first 
company to offer a family of commercially available low carbon foot-
print polymers. From 1988-2003, Snehal held various positions with the 
Dow Chemical Company in sales, marketing, business development, 
and TS&D in the Specialty Chemicals, Plastics, E-Business, and New 
Business Growth divisions. 
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Mayor John Dickert
Mayor of Racine, WI 
John Dickert was elected in May, 2009 by the people to bring a vision  
to Racine, Wisconsin. The Mayor introduced a 10-year plan—partnering 
with the community to build Racine into one of the “Best Cities in 
America” to live in within 10 years. One of his first acts as Mayor was to 
create a budget with zero percent increases without sacrificing 
services or jobs. Racine is home to the “Best Tasting Water in America” 
and Racine’s lake and river water are rated as some of the cleanest  
in the world. The Mayor serves as Vice Chair of the US Conference of 
Mayors Metro Economies Committee and as the President of the  
Urban Alliance. Reelected in 2011, Mayor Dickert has continued his 
mission of expanding businesses, creating new partnerships, and 
maintaining the city’s course of fiscal responsibility. 

Jeffery Dingle
National Water Business Leader, Americas, Jacobs
Jeffery Dingle leverages a 30-year career of infrastructure planning, 
management consulting, design, program and construction management 
to now serve as National Water Business Leader for Jacobs Buildings & 
Infrastructure, Americas. Jeff leads the growth and development of a 
water business that serves the needs of clients across the US. He brings 
a broad perspective to the Jacobs’ leadership team, developing client 
and community engagement strategies while leveraging the capabilities 
of one of the world’s largest, most diverse, and highly trusted providers 
of professional services. Supported by Jacobs’ “global reach and local 
impact”, Jeff leads a business that puts sustainable and resilient infra-
structure on the ground, serving as a foundation for productivity and  
a high quality of life.

Martin Dorward
Senior Vice President, AECOM
Martin Dorward is the program advisor for the Sewer System Improve-
ment Program at the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission. Prior  
to this assignment, Martin served as AECOM’s director of Program and 
Construction Management Services for Water Programs in North 
America. He has also served as program manager for Capital Program 
Management at the New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection, the four billion Clean Water Atlanta Program in Atlanta, and 
the $600 million SSERP Program in New Orleans.

Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells
Deputy Director of Watershed Programs, North East Ohio Regional Sewer 
District
As the Deputy Director, Kyle coordinates the District’s watershed 
management efforts across District programs, including the application 
of stormwater control measures to combined sewer overflow through 
the district’s green infrastructure program. She is chair of the US Water 
Alliance’s One Water Council, Chair of National Association of Clean 
Water Agencies (NACWA) Stormwater Management Committee, and 
the District 1 Natural Resources Assistance Council for the Ohio Public 
Works Commission’s Clean Ohio Conservation Program.

Juliet Ellis
Assistant General Manager for External Affairs, San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission
Juliet Ellis is the assistant general manager for external affairs at the 
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission. Prior to joining the SFPUC  
as staff, Juliet served as a commissioner for two years. In that role, she 
championed the adoption of an environmental justice and community 
benefits policy. Juliet now oversees the implementation of these policies 
as assistant general manager, along with the policy and government 
affairs, communications, and sustainability planning teams within  
the SFPUC. Juliet also oversees the agency’s national partnerships with 
other public utilities with the goal of scaling community benefits 
programs within the public sector.

Monica Ellis
Chief Executive Officer, Global Environment and Technology Foundation 
and Global Water Challenge
As CEO, Monica leads a nonprofit foundation that advances sustainability 
through public-private partnerships. GETF manages over $200 million  
in public-private partnership commitments focused on safe water for The 
Coca-Cola Company and its foundations, USAID, and other partners. 
The Foundation is actively managing safe water projects in 37 countries 
for The Coca-Cola Africa Foundation as part of its Replenish Africa 
Initiative. Active in the environmental policy arena for over 20 years, 
Monica has traveled the world working primarily on clean water and 
natural resource challenges. 

Ben Emanuel
Associate Director, Clean Water Supply, American Rivers
Ben joined American Rivers in 2011. Prior to that he worked for the 
Altamaha Riverkeeper as its Oconee River Project Director, based in 
Athens, Georgia. Ben’s work in the Oconee River basin included advocacy 
and outreach with local governments and businesses on water conser-
vation and efficiency, watershed protection, smart land use planning 
and promoting river access and recreation. In 2010, he helped spearhead 
a community response to a severe toxic chemical spill in Athens’ Trail 
Creek following a fire at a local chemical plant. During his time with 
ARK, Ben also worked for the statewide Georgia River Network. 

Kay Fernandez Smith
Community Benefits and Corporate Social Responsibility Director, San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission
Kay oversees the Community Benefits Program at the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC), a department of the City and 
County of San Francisco. Kay brings more than a decade of leadership 
in public policy, research, program development, and management. 
Prior to joining the SFPUC, Kay was deputy director at PolicyLink, a 
national research and action institute focused on achieving social and 
economic equity. 
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Laurel Firestone
Co-Executive Director and Co-Founder, Community Water Center
Laurel Firestone provides leadership to the Community Water Center, 
which helps disadvantaged communities gain access to safe, clean and 
affordable drinking water. In 2016, she was listed as one of nine most 
influential people in California water policy by Environment and Energy 
Publishing. Laurel previously served as the director of the Rural Poverty 
Water Project at the Center for Race, Poverty, and the Environment. 
Laurel served on the Tulare County Water Commission from 2007–2012, 
and co-chaired the Governor’s Drinking Water Stakeholder Group  
from 2012–2014. 

Val Fishman
Chief Development Officer, Bonneville Environmental Foundation
Bonneville Environmental Foundation is a nonprofit that provides environ-
mental solutions at the intersection of freshwater and renewable 
energy, and empowers the next generation through energy based STEM 
education. She is one of the foremost authorities educating businesses 
and consumers alike on how to reduce their ecological impact while 
leading healthy and productive lives. Her leadership on the “Change the 
Course” national water campaign with National Geographic and 
Participant Media enabled the Colorado River Basin pilot to scale to 
dewatered ecosystems across North America. 

Radhika Fox
Chief Executive Officer, US Water Alliance
Radhika guides the strategic direction, partnerships, and fund 
development for the US Water Alliance. She serves as director and 
primary spokesperson for the Value of Water Coalition, a national 
campaign that is convened by the US Water Alliance. Radhika previously 
served as the Director of Policy and Government Affairs for the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission, which is responsible for 
providing 24/7 water, wastewater, and municipal power services to 2.6 
million Bay Area residents. She also served as the federal policy 
director at PolicyLink, where she coordinated the organization’s policy 
agenda on a wide range of issues, including infrastructure investment, 
transportation, sustain able communities, economic inclusion, and 
workforce development. 

Wayne Fredericks
Board President, Iowa Soybean Association 
Wayne Fredericks and his wife Ruth raise corn and soybeans in Mitchell 
County just southwest of Osage. Farming for more than 40 years, 
Fredericks has been a long time user of no-till and strip-till. He has a 
passion for conservation in order to build healthy, productive soil. 
Wayne has served on the Mitchell County Farm Bureau and Mitchell 
County Corn and Soybean Growers board of directors. He is also 
involved in the Mitchell County Planning and Zoning Board, Mitchell 
County Enterprise Zone Commission and United Methodist Church 
SPPR committee. Along with conservation, another top priority for Wayne 
is increasing soybean profitability through enhancing yield, developing 
new uses and markets for soybeans, and maintaining a political and 
social environment favorable to producers in order to compete. 

Stacy Funderburke
Assistant Regional Counsel and Real Estate Associate, The Conservation Fund
Since 2012, Stacy has provided legal counsel for real estate trans-
actions and also works on land conservation efforts in Georgia and 
Alabama for the Conservation Fund. Stacy provides transactional and 
legal expertise on complex real estate transactions and works with 
local, state, and federal agencies on their conservation priorities in 
Georgia and Alabama. Additionally, he works closely with a variety of 
government, business and local partners to expand parks and green-
space in the metro Atlanta area. He also serves on the City of Atlanta 
Green Infrastructure Task Force.

Jonathan Gano
Director, Des Moines Public Works
Jonathan Gano spent 10 years with Springfield’s public works depart-
ment and currently serves as director of the department. He has also 
supported the area art community as vice president of the board of 
directors for the Springfield Regional Arts Council. Prior to joining the 
city of Springfield, Jonathan served in the United States Army. 

Abigail Gardner
Communications Director, US Water Alliance and Value of Water Coalition
As the communications director for the Value of Water Coalition and 
the US Water Alliance, Abigail handles press requests and media 
relations. For more than a decade, Abigail has worked with communi-
cations and media at the intersection of politics, campaigns, and 
advocacy. Previously, Abigail was a vice president at SKDKnickerbocker, 
where she served as a communications consultant for several political 
candidates, issue advocacy campaigns, and clients in need of  
crisis-management. 

Sarah Gardner
Reporter, Marketplace Radio
Sarah Gardner is a veteran public radio producer who reports for 
American Public Media’s Marketplace. She has focused primarily on 
water, energy, and other issues at the intersection of business and 
climate change. Her most recent projects include “Water: The High 
Price of Cheap,” “The Weak Link: The State of Infrastructure,” “We Used 
to Be China,” and “Coal Play,” among others. She has also worked as a 
Marketplace editor and backup host, a staff reporter for New Hampshire 
Public Radio, a reporter and host for commercial radio stations in 
Massachusetts, and an editor and reporter for a small newspaper in 
Minnesota. Her awards include a Gerald Loeb Award for Distinguished 
Business and Financial Journalism, an Alfred I. DuPont-Columbia Award 
for Excellence in Broadcast Journalism, and a George Foster Peabody 
Award for Significant and Meritorious Achievement in Broadcasting. 

Lillian Govus
Director of Communications, City of Atlanta Department of Watershed 
Management
Since her appointment in 2015, Lillian has provided oversight and 
direction to the Office of Communications and Community Relations, 
expanding community involvement, leading external and internal 
communications, assisting with legislative affairs, and strategic planning. 
Lillian previously served as chief of staff for Georgia Senator Nan 
Orrock. Lillian began her career as a reporter with the News and Record 
in Greensboro, NC and has earned more than a dozen state and 
national awards for communications excellence. 
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Cedric Grant
Executive Director, Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans
As Executive Director, Cedric oversees the city’s capital development, 
infrastructure projects, and community development initiatives. Cedric 
comes to City Hall after serving as Chief Administrative officer of 
Ascension Parish, Louisiana, where he was responsible for management 
and oversight of all governmental operations. In 2004, Governor Blanco 
appointed Cedric as deputy secretary of the Louisiana Department  
of Transportation and Development, where he served until 2008. Prior 
to his appointment, Cedric was employed by Parsons Corporation in 
Atlanta. Cedric has held numerous managerial positions in government 
including the City of New Orleans’ chief administrative officer. 

Hank Habicht
Managing Partner, Sail Capital Partners 
Hank’s career has included leadership positions at the U.S. Department 
of Justice as Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Environment 
and Natural Resources Division, and at the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency as Chief Operating Officer. Hank has served as Senior Vice 
President in charge of acquisitions and other divisions of Safety-Kleen, 
a billion-dollar environmental service company. He has also held 
positions and started ventures in the for-profit environmental arena, 
including Vice President of William D. Ruckelshaus Associates, which 
co-managed the successful Environmental Venture Fund. As Co-Founder 
of Capital E, LLC, a strategic consultancy for emerging renewable 
energy products and technologies, he advised Fortune 100 and early 
stage ventures on sustainable growth strategies.

Darryl Haddock
Watershed Education Director, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance 
Darryl Haddock is the Watershed Education Director for the West Atlanta 
Watershed Alliance WAWA). He has over 18 years of experience as an 
environmental scientist and environmental justice advocate. Before 
transitioning from a WAWA volunteer to a staff role, he worked for the 
consulting firm, Dames and Moore and the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources - Environmental Protection Division. Darryl has led 
WAWA’s community engagement, watershed, and environmental 
education efforts in West Atlanta since 2006. 

Adel Hagekhalil
Assistant Director, Bureau of Sanitation, City of Los Angeles
As assistant director with the City of Los Angeles’ Bureau of Sanitation, 
Adel is responsible for the bureau’s wastewater collection system 
management, storm water and watershed protection program, water 
quality compliance, and facilities and advance planning. Under his 
direction, the city has prepared an award winning “One Water” Integrated 
Resources Plan for the Year 2020 which relies on public input and 
participation and integrates water supply, water reuse, water conservation 
and stormwater management with wastewater facilities planning 
through a regional watershed approach. Adel is leading the city’s effort 
in green infrastructure and multi-benefit projects and embarking on  
the City 2040 One Water LA Plan. Adel is a board member and president 
of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies.

Marcia Hale
President, Building America’s Future
Marcia Hale joins Building America’s Future Educational Fund after 
serving as a managing director for McKenna, Long and Aldridge, an 
international law firm in Washington, DC. Prior, Marcia advised several 
organizations including the Public Broadcasting Service and the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation. During the Clinton administration, Marcia 
served as assistant to the president and director of intergovernmental 
affairs at the White House. In this capacity, she was responsible for 
coordinating policy initiatives and political outreach involving state and 
local elected officials. Marcia began her Washington, DC experience  
as a legislative assistant to US Representative Butler Derrick of South 
Carolina and several years later was named the Washington office 
director for Governor Dick Riley (D-SC). 

Constance Haqq
Director of Administration and External Affairs, Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District
Constance is responsible for the organization’s internal and external 
communications, public outreach and education, media relations, 
customer service, and government affairs functions. Constance has held 
several leadership positions in her career including executive director 
of both INROADS/Northeast Ohio, Inc. and the Nordson Corporation 
Foundation. She has served on numerous philanthropic boards including: 
Ohio Boys Town, Inc., Karamu House, Inc., Rainbow Babies, Children’s 
Hospital, and Business Volunteers Unlimited. Constance currently 
represents the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District on the Com-
mission for Economic Inclusion’s leadership committee.

Ted Henifin
General Manager, Hampton Roads Sanitation District
Ted Henifin joined Hampton Roads Sanitation District in November 2006, 
as general manager. He previously served as director of Public Works 
for the City of Hampton. Ted holds a BS in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Virginia. He is a registered professional engineer and is  
a board member of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies, 
Virginiaforever, and president of the Virginia Association of Municipal 
Wastewater Agencies. He is a president of the George Wythe Recreation 
Association, serves on the board of Langley Federal Credit Union,  
the Hampton Neighborhood Development Partnership, and is a past 
chair of the American Red Cross, Hampton Roads Chapter, and a past 
president of the Downtown Hampton Child Development Center.

Jenny Hoffner
Vice President for Conservation Strategies, American Rivers
Jenny Hoffner oversees American Rivers’ conservation practice work to 
protect wild rivers, restore damaged rivers, and conserve clean water 
for people and nature. She has worked with American Rivers for over 
eight years and in that time has served as the co-lead of American Rivers’ 
Clean Water Supply program and helped launch American Rivers’ 
water efficiency and sustainable water supplies work. Prior to joining 
American Rivers in 2007, Jenny organized an award-winning, multi-
stakeholder effort to transform the Bronx River from dumping ground 
to healthy urban waterway.
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Maureen Holman
Sustainability Chief, DC Water 
Maureen Holman works in the Office of the General Manager and 
provides leadership, guidance, coordination and oversight for planning 
and implementing policies and procedures that promote sustainability 
and environmental stewardship within the Authority’s operations. She 
is an expert adviser to the CEO and executive staff and provides recom-
mendations and analysis regarding major issues affecting sustainability, 
stewardship and environmental compliance. Before joining the Authority, 
Maureen worked at the District Department of the Environment, where 
she was the special assistant to the director.

Douglas Hooker
Executive Director, Atlanta Regional Commission
Doug guides the regional planning agency for the 10-county, 71-city 
Atlanta region, which serves as “an innovation conduit” for metro 
Atlanta’s regional growth challenges. The agency facilitates local 
government and community initiatives to focus on community develop-
ment, transportation and mobility, water and natural resources, arts 
and culture, aging and health resources, workforce development, and 
community-oriented research and analytics. Doug’s career has spanned 
public and private sector organizations and he is deeply involved in  
the community, including board service on the Leadership Atlanta Board 
of Directors, Council for Quality Growth, CHRIS Kids Advisory Board, 
the Georgia Tech (President’s) Advisory Board, the Ivan Allen College (of 
Georgia Tech) Advisory Board, the Atlanta Technical College Local Board 
of Directors, and the Board of Directors for the Atlanta Music Project. 

Larry James 
Counsel, Faegre Baker and Daniels and Co-Chair, Iowa Soil and Water Future 
Task Force
Larry is counsel in the real estate practice. He focuses on transactional 
real estate law, including platting, sales and leasing transactions, and 
planning and zoning. He works closely with developers on land develop -
ment as well as redevelopment transactions. In addition to his law 
practice, Larry owned a development company that coordinated a major 
mixed-use redevelopment project. He oversaw historic restoration of 
numerous houses, including several moved to new locations; negotiated 
rezoning and site planning with municipalities; and successfully 
obtained Federal Historic Tax Credits and State Historic Tax Credits  
for projects.

Scott Jenkins
General Manager, Mercedes-Benz Stadium
As the general manager of Mercedes-Benz Stadium since 2014, Scott 
provides insight into the planning and construction of the new multi-
purpose facility leading up to its opening in 2017, after which he will 
manage the operations of the stadium. Scott comes to the Falcons 
from the Seattle Mariners, where he was the vice president of ballpark 
operations. Before his time with the Mariners, Scott served as vice 
president of stadium operations and facility management for the 
Philadelphia Eagles. He also previously served as vice president of 
stadium operations for the Milwaukee Brewers and general manager  
of the Kohl Center at the University of Wisconsin. Scott is a pioneer in 
the green building movement in sports and was an inaugural member  
of the Green Sports Alliance.

William Johnson
Interim Commissioner, City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management 
Interim Commissioner William Johnson joined the Reed Administration 
as Deputy Chief Operating Officer in May 2016. Johnson brings more 
than 20 years of experience in infrastructure management and emergen-
cy response to the position. He previously served as the Director of  
the Department of Transportation for the City of Baltimore, where he 
managed engineering and permitting services for the City. He also 
managed city-wide snow and weather emergency operations. Prior to 
his service in Baltimore, Johnson held a key leadership role as Prime 
Contractor to the State of Florida Department of Transportation. 

Odis Jones
Managing Partner, MVP Partners, LLC
As managing partner, Odis oversees all activity of the company and 
specializing in investment relations, real estate, and P3 transactions. 
He is the former CEO and founding executive of the Public Lighting 
Authority of Detroit where he led the financing and complete recon-
struction of the approximate 140 square mile street lighting grid.  
He was recently featured in Time Magazine, Fortune Magazine, New 
York Times, and highlighted in a TV commercial with Citi Bank Global. 
Odis has served as the executive director of trade and economic 
development for Cincinnati, OH. In that role, Odis led city investment 
and economic development activity. Odis was also director of develop-
ment for New Jersey, headed the NY/NJ Ports Initiative, and the New 
Jersey Urban Investment Fund.  

Paula Kehoe
Director, Water Resources, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
Paula Kehoe is the Director of Water Resources with the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission. She is responsible for diversifying San 
Francisco’s local water supply portfolio through the development and 
implementation of conservation, groundwater, and recycled water 
programs. Paula spearheaded the landmark legislation allowing for 
the collection, treatment, and use of alternate water sources for non-
potable end uses in buildings and districts within San Francisco. 

Scott Kelly
Assistant City Administrator, City of West Palm Beach
Scott is the Assistant City Administrator for the City of West Palm Beach, 
Florida where he is responsible for public utilities, sustainability, 
parking, public works and engineering areas including operations, 
budget, environmental compliance, and asset management. Prior  
to this role, he held several roles at the Jacksonville Electric Authority 
including Vice President of Water and Wastewater Systems where  
he was responsible for a four hundred-person team with a $49 million 
annual budget, while setting direction that grew the utility into the 
second largest water and wastewater utility in Florida. He also held 
several positions at the City of Jacksonville, Florida, the Flood 
Engineers Architects Planners, Inc., and the City of Tampa, Florida. 
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Harlan Kelly
General Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
As General Manager, Harlan guides the third largest municipal utility in 
California, and a department of the City and County of San Francisco 
with a workforce of 2,500 employees. Prior to his service at the SFPUC, 
Harlan worked at the San Francisco Department of Public Works in 
functional and project management positions, including interim general 
manager and deputy director of engineering, during which he managed 
complex capital improvement programs that included the rebuild and 
seismic retrofit of City Hall, and expansions of convention, hospital, 
county jail, and public arts facilities. 

Adam Krantz
Chief Executive Officer, National Association of Clean Water Agencies
Adam was named as the CEO of NACWA in 2015; prior to that he served 
as the Managing Director of Government and Public Affairs since 2001. 
Prior to his position at NACWA, Adam was an associate editor/reporter 
at Inside Washington Publishers where his work focused on covering 
national water quality initiatives at the US Environmental Protection 
Agency and Congress. Adam served three years as the President of the 
Federal Water Quality Association and also served as the first Vice 
President of the US Water Alliance. 

Steve Kruger
Senior Vice President, Veolia North America
Steven Kruger, senior vice president for Veolia North America’s 
Municipal and Commercial Business, provides leadership and support 
for water, wastewater, and energy operations in the south region.  
He manages business groups that provide operations, maintenance, 
and design-build-operate services to municipal, governmental, and 
commercial clients. Steve joined Veolia in 1989 and has 40 years of 
civil/sanitary engineering experience providing reliable, resilient,  
and sustainable water and wastewater treatment services.  

Terry Leeds
Director, Kansas City Water Services
Terry has been the director of Kansas City Water Services since 2012. 
He is a civil engineer with 28 years of experience beginning his career 
with Black & Veatch. In 1995, he began working for the Water Services 
Department of Kansas City. He has held several different positions  
with the Facilities Engineering Division, the Stormwater Engineering 
Division, and the Capital Improvements Management Office. In 2005, 
Terry became the manager of Kansas City’s Overflow Control Program. 
In that role, he was responsible for the development of the Overflow 
Control Plan for Kansas City. In 2009, he began overseeing the 
Stormwater Utility Activities in addition to managing the Overflow 
Control Program. 

Monique Lin-Luse
Assistant Counsel, NACCP Legal Defense and Education Fund
Monique has over ten years of advocacy, organizing, and educator 
experience in youth development, education access, social justice,  
and civil rights. She has focused her work on removing barriers to 
educational success for all students and ending the criminalization of 
youth of color. Prior to joining LDF, Monique was the ninth Sol and 
Helen Zubrow Fellow in Children’s Law at the Juvenile Law Center of 
Philadelphia, where she worked on juvenile justice and child welfare 
system reform on the national level and in Pennsylvania. 

John Lisle
Chief of External Affairs, DC Water
John Lisle is chief of external affairs at DC Water. He leads a team of  
12 in managing DC Water’s relationships with its customers, the media, 
the federal and District governments, and other stakeholders. John  
is a former television journalist who transitioned to public affairs at  
the time when social media was taking off. He worked in public affairs 
at the District of Columbia Department of Transportation and the 
Arlington’s Police Department prior to joining DC Water in 2013. His 
greatest claim to fame, though, was serving as the ghost voice of a 
1,300-ton tunnel boring machine named @LadyBirdTBM on Twitter. 

Melissa Meeker
Executive Director, Water Environment and Reuse Foundation
Melissa has more than 25 years of comprehensive experience in water 
resources management, with an emphasis on alternative water supply 
development. She has held influential leadership positions in the 
public, private, and non-profit sectors. Throughout her career, Melissa 
has demonstrated a unique grasp of the dynamics surrounding the 
water industry, from identifying research needs and technological 
trends to understanding the state and federal legislative and regulatory 
processes. She has a proven track record of working with decision 
makers to develop powerful alliances that result in demonstrated benefits 
in research, fundraising, and advocacy.

Mayor Stephanie Miner
Mayor of Syracuse, NY
Stephanie A. Miner was elected the 53rd Mayor of Syracuse in 2009. 
Since taking office, she worked to transform Syracuse into a 21st 
century city. She turned around a nearly decade-long stalled school 
reconstruction project which has now renovated four buildings and is 
looking to its second phase. She streamlined the planning and permitting 
process, and witnessed nearly three quarters of a billion dollars in new 
construction begin. Fiscal reform is her signature issue. As a former 
labor lawyer, she understands the intricacies of public union contracts 
and employee benefits. She has worked with leaders from across  
New York State to address the growing pension and healthcare crisis 
facing cities today. 

Michael Mucha
Chief Engineer and Director, Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District
Michael serves as the Chief Engineer and Director for the Madison 
Metropolitan Sewerage District. He has dedicated his 25-year career to 
“Building public trust through sustainability.” Michael has his BS in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, his 
Masters in Public Administration from the University of Washington-
Seattle, and completed Harvard University’s Senior Executives in State 
and Local Government program. Michael is the current Chair for 
ASCE’s Committee on Sustainability and serves locally on the Sustain 
Dane Board of Directors.
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Jeff Nash
Vice President, CH2M Hill 
Jeff Nash is the Americas water sector business development director 
for CH2M. He has 27 years of experience with a technical background 
focused on water treatment, water supply, and integrated water resource 
planning. Jeff has been a former chairman of the Florida Section of 
American Water Works Association and a former vice president of AWWA. 
He also spends time supporting the Roy Likens Scholarship Fund, 
AWWA Scholarship Fund, and Water for People charity. 

Howard M. Neukrug
Senior Fellow, US Water Alliance
Howard Neukrug is a senior fellow at the US Water Alliance. In this 
capacity he provides strategic guidance on key alliance initiatives, 
serves as an official spokesperson for the organization, and leads the 
development of publications and initiatives to advance a sustainable 
water future for all. Howard is a local and national leader in the drinking 
water, green infrastructure, and wastewater utility industries. A builder  
of regional and inter-agency coalitions and trust-based relationships 
with regulators, legislators, and communities, Howard created 
Philadelphia’s Green Cities, Clean Waters Program and served as the 
CEO of Philadelphia Water’s $1 billion water services utility. 

Councilman Ron Nirenberg
City Council District 8, City of San Antonio, TX
Ron Nirenberg was first elected to San Antonio’s District 8 City Council 
in 2013 and was reelected in 2015. During his tenure, Councilman 
Nirenberg has focused on solutions to San Antonio’s deepest challenges, 
including improving transportation infrastructure, ensuring the city’s 
sustainability through environmental and economic initiatives, embracing 
new technology, closing the workforce skills gap and creating jobs. As 
Tri-Chair of SA Tomorrow, he leads the charge in helping city leaders 
execute citizen-directed strategies to prepare for significant population 
growth by focusing on housing, transportation, health and wellness, 
natural resources management and economic development. He initiated 
the city’s first coordinated water supply plan, works with regional 
partners to improve air quality and created a unified strategy to improve 
wireless and broadband infrastructure throughout San Antonio. 

Masood Ordikhani
Workforce and Economic Program Services Director, San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission
Masood directs SFPUC’s contracting, jobs strategies, and programs 
related to maximizing local and community worker and contractor 
participation, as well as organized labor/project labor agreement and 
legal/technical contracting requirements administration and imple-
mentation, associated with SFPUC’s multi-billion dollar water, sewer 
and power critical infrastructure investments. Masood previously 
started and directed the agency’s Contractors Assistance Center to 
help contractors access and participate on city capital projects by 
providing technical assistance and capacity-building programs and 
services. Masood then helped to develop and begin the implementation 
of SFPUC’s Community Benefits Policy. Prior to his work at SFPUC, 
Masood was the deputy director of the City and County of San Francisco’s 
Human Rights Commission. 

Monique Oxender
Chief Sustainability Officer, Keurig Green Mountain, Inc.
Monique Oxender leads Keurig Green Mountain, Inc. efforts to brew  
a better world. Monique joined Keurig Green Mountain in 2012 and  
has navigated a path for integrated sustainability management. This 
journey travels directly through the intersection of world benefit and 
business value, informed by meaningful internal and external stake-
holder engagement. Prior to joining the company, Monique spent eight 
years with Ford Motor Company where she designed and developed  
a leading supply chain sustainability program spanning the company’s 
$65 billion buy from 60 countries. Issues under her responsibility 
included human rights, indirect carbon and water footprints, and raw 
material transparency. 

Tony Parrott
Executive Director, Louisville Metropolitan Sewer District
Tony Parrott has been in the public utility business for 30 years. Tony 
began his career at the Butler County Department of Environmental 
Services, a water and wastewater utility serving a population of 120,000 
in southwestern Ohio. In 2005, Tony became executive director of the 
Greater Cincinnati Water Works and Metropolitan Sewer District of 
Greater Cincinnati—bringing drinking water and wastewater services to 
1,200,000 residents of Cincinnati, Hamilton County, southwestern Ohio 
and northern Kentucky. Under Tony’s leadership the utility won the US 
Water Alliance’s 2014 US Water Prize. After ten years in the top leader-
ship role of the Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati and 
the Greater Cincinnati Water Works, Tony was appointed the executive 
director of the Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Sewer District, 
which serves a population of 751,000 residents in Louisville Metro. 

Kip Peterson
Communications Manager, Kansas City Water Services
Kip Peterson has almost two decades of communications, government 
relations, public policy, and customer service experience at the local, 
state, and federal levels. He joined Kansas City Water (KC Water) in 2012, 
where he was first tasked with building the utility’s communications 
division. Today, he leads KC Water’s external and internal communica-
tions, media relations, website and social media, marketing and 
branding, and voice of the customer program. Prior to joining KC Water, 
he was the director of government relations and communications  
for the Kansas Board of Regents. He has also served as a legislative 
assistant to a Congressman in Washington, DC, chief of staff to a 
Lieutenant Governor, and an aide to a Governor in Kansas. 

Mark Poling
Business Operations Director, Clean Water Services
Mark is the Business Operations Director for Clean Water Services  
and works with Finance, IT and Risk and Benefits. Previously he was the 
Wastewater Treatment Department Director with the District for 16 
years responsible for Operations and the Capital Program. He is a past 
President of the Pacific Northwest Clean Water Association, a certified 
Level 4 Wastewater Operator in Oregon and Washington.
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Michele Putnam
Director, Division of Water Quality, New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection
Michele Putnam started her career in consulting, and then moved to the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in New York City 
before joining the NJ Department of Environmental Protection. Michele 
was also the Director of the Division of Water Supply, responsible for 
water allocation permitting, drought management, the safe drinking 
water program and well permitting. She is currently the Director of the 
Division of Water Quality where she manages the NJPDES surface water, 
ground water and stormwater permitting programs as well as the State 
Revolving Fund loan program, which provides funding for clean water 
and drinking water infrastructure improvements and is administered in 
partnership with the NJ Environmental Infrastructure Trust.

Jonathan Radtke
Water Sustainability Program Director, Coca-Cola North America
Jonathan manages the company’s water stewardship program, which 
assesses and mitigates water risks facing Coca-Cola operations on a 
local, regional, and national basis. Primary areas of focus include water 
efficiency initiatives in plants, source water protection strategies, 
community water partnerships, and sustainable agriculture initiatives 
within the supply chain. One goal of the company is to return to nature 
and to communities an amount of water equivalent to the water used in 
Coca-Cola’s beverages and their production. Jon’s leadership in these 
areas has helped to position The Coca-Cola Company as an industry 
leader in water stewardship. 

Whitford Remer
Senior Manager, Federal Government Relations, American Society of Civil 
Engineers
Whitford (Whit) manages legislative and regulatory issues related to 
water, energy and the environment. ASCE represents 160,000 civil 
engineers across the U.S. and internationally. Prior to joining ASCE, 
Whit worked for the Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) where worked 
to pass the multi-billion dollar federal RESTORE Act following the  
2010 BP oil spill. 

Robert Renner
Chief Executive Officer, Water Research Foundation
As chief executive officer of the Water Research Foundation, Rob guides 
a leading organization that sponsors research to support the water 
community in cooperatively managing water from all sources to meet 
social, environmental, and economic needs. With close to 1,000 
subscriber members in the US and abroad, the foundation has funded 
and managed more than 1,400 research projects valued at more than 
$500 million. Prior to joining the Foundation in 2005, Renner was the 
executive director of the International Society of Automation and served 
as deputy executive director of the American Water Works Association. 

Michael Reuter
Director of Water, North America, The Nature Conservancy
Michael has worked throughout the US and globally for more than two 
decades to establish and improve water management in support of 
conservation and the sustainable and equitable use of our vital rivers, 
lakes, and aquifers. Michael is a founding member of the steering 
committee for America’s Watershed Initiative—an effort that has engaged 
more than 400 organizations in establishing a vision and integrated 
management approach for the entire Mississippi River Basin as a national 
and global model. He has received the Silver Eagle Award from the  
US Fish and Wildlife Service and One Conservancy Award from The 
Nature Conservancy. 

Tyler Richards
Assistant Director, Gwinnett County Department of Water Resources
Tyler is currently the Assistant Director of Gwinnett County Department 
of Water Resources with responsibility for water, wastewater and storm-
water. She has been with Gwinnett County for 14 years and previously 
served as Director of Water Reclamation, Deputy Director of Operations 
and Deputy Director of Engineering and Technical Services. Before 
joining Gwinnett, Tyler was with the City of Atlanta for 19 years. 

Andy Richardson
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Greeley and Hansen
Andy oversees all business operations, implementation of the strategic 
plan, and the executive management team for Greeley and Hansen,  
a leading global engineering and design firm. During his more than  
38 years at Greeley and Hansen, Andy has been responsible for the 
coordination and delivery of major water and wastewater programs  
and projects for clients across the country. These projects have included 
the upgrade of New York City’s 300-mgd Newtown Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, the City of Los Angeles’ LA-Glendale Water Reclamation 
Plant Expansion, and the City of Phoenix’ 80-mgd Lake Pleasant  
Water Treatment Plant.

Stephen Robinson
Area Manager/Senior Engineer, MWH Americas, Inc.
Stephen is a professional civil engineer and United Kingdom chartered 
senior civil engineer with 17 years of planning, design, construction, 
and management experience. He is currently the San Francisco Bay area 
manager for MWH and leads services to a variety of municipal and 
government clients in the water and wastewater sector. He represents 
MWH as an advocate for water/environmental issues among profes-
sional organizations, business partners, and community stakeholders. 
He serves a lead role on the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
Central Bayside System Improvement Project and is MWH’s lead for 
interfacing on the SFPUC’s Community Benefits Policy. 
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Eric Rothstein
Principal, Galardi Rothstein Group
Eric has over 30 years of experience in water, wastewater, and storm-
water utility financial and strategic planning. His recent projects 
include: serving on the Michigan Governor’s Flint Water Advisory Task 
Force; program manager for establishment of the Great Lakes Water 
Authority; and program manager for Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Affordability. Eric served as Jefferson 
County, Alabama’s rate consultant and municipal advisor for litigation 
related to the County’s bankruptcy and issuance of $1.7 billion in sewer 
warrants. Since 2003, Eric has led strategic financial planning for the 
City of Atlanta’s Department of Watershed Management, and prepared 
the City’s Financial Capability-Based Schedule Extension Report. 

Kevin Shafer
Executive Director, Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
Kevin has been the executive director at the Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (MMSD) in March 2002. In this role, he is responsible 
for the overall management, administration, leadership, and direction 
of the utility in meeting short- and long-term goals and objectives; 
coordinates the establishment of strategic goals and objectives and their 
approval by the commission; oversees the development of policies  
and operating plans; and represents MMSD to its customers, bond 
rating agencies, and the public. Prior to joining the District, Kevin spent 
10 years in private industry with an international engineering firm  
in Chicago and Milwaukee, and six years with the US Army Corps of 
Engineers in Fort Worth, Texas. Kevin is the Chair of the US Water 
Alliance’s Board of Directors.

Seth Siegel
Member, Council on Foreign Relations, Senior Advisor, Start-Up Nation 
Central, and Author, Let There Be Water
Seth M. Siegel is a writer, lawyer, activist, and serial entrepreneur.  
Seth is the author of the New York Times bestseller Let There Be Water: 
Israel’s Solution for a Water-Starved World. His essays on water and 
other issues have appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, the Los Angeles Times, and in leading publications in Europe 
and Asia. In addition, he is a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations. All of the profits from sales of Let There Be Water are being 
donated to charity.

Tom Sigmund
Executive Director, NEW Water
As the Executive Director of NEW Water, Tom leads a regional clean water 
utility serving 230,000 people in 18 municipalities providing wholesale 
conveyance and treatment services. NEW Water has 98 employees and 
an annual budget of $39 million. Before coming to NEW Water, Tom 
was a vice president with CH2M HILL where he was responsible for 
clients and projects in the Midwest. Tom is a member of the Utility 
Advisory Group that has developed numerous publications on Effective 
Utility Management including the Effective Utility Management Primer  
for Water and Wastewater Utilities and the Sustainable and Effective 
Practices Roadmap.

Jeannie Smith
Manager of Community and Media Relations, Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District
Jeannie Smith serves as manager of community and media relations at 
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District and is responsible for 
managing the organization’s community relations, public outreach, and 
media relations. Prior to her role at the Sewer District, she was a 
communications specialist for the American Red Cross Northern Ohio 
Blood Services Region. 

David St. Pierre
Executive Director, Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater 
Chicago
David St. Pierre is the executive director of the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) where he manages a 
staff of nearly 2,000. MWRD covers 883 square miles and provides 
wholesale wastewater treatment for over five million residents in Cook 
County, Illinois. MWRD operates seven wastewater treatment plants 
which treat one billion gallons/day. The District also provides regional 
stormwater services. MWRD has been a leader in the industry since its 
creation in 1889, and David is committed to ensuring this rich tradition  
of leadership continues under his tenure. Among other tasks, MWRD is 
leading efforts among utilities in adopting a resource recovery model. 

Nancy Stoner
Water Program Director and Senior Fellow, Pisces Foundation
Nancy is the director of the water program and a senior fellow at the 
Pisces Foundation. Nancy is based in Washington, DC and regularly 
spends time at the foundation’s office in San Francisco. Nancy most 
recently served as acting assistant administrator for US EPA’s Office  
of Water. As a top EPA policymaker on water over the last three years, 
Nancy was responsible for protecting surface water resources and 
ensuring the safety of tap water across the United States. Prior to serving 
in the EPA, Nancy was the co-director of the NRDC Water Program, 
promoting sound water resource management nationally and in 
specific watersheds. 

Bryan Stubbs
Executive Director, Cleveland Water Alliance
The Cleveland Water Alliance coordinates, facilitates, and fosters 
economic development through a water innovation cluster while elevating 
the conversation about the value of water to Northeast Ohio. Bryan is 
recognized for his leadership in building stronger, impactful, and more 
sustainable economies. As managing director of the Oberlin Project,  
he worked to implement an internationally recognized pilot model to 
grow a local economy while reducing greenhouse gas emissions (a 
partnership of Oberlin College, the City of Oberlin, US Green Building 
Council, Bloomberg C40 Cities, and the Clinton Foundation). 
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Wing Tam
Assistant Division Manager, Watershed Protection Division, Bureau of 
Sanitation, City of Los Angeles
As the assistant division manager of the watershed protection division, 
Wing is responsible for stormwater management and watershed 
protection programs, facilities, advance planning, and water quality 
compliance. Wing directs the Green Stormwater Infrastructure 
Program that includes rainwater harvesting, green streets, and clean 
water bond. He has been a leader in the development of green 
infrastructure, urban runoff, and stormwater management for over 25 
years that led to the first integrated, multi-purpose green solutions 
designed to improve water quality, water supply, flooding, habitat, and 
open space creating healthier and sustainable communities. Wing 
serves as the Vice-Chair of the US Water Alliance’s One Water Council. 

Mike Thomas
General Manager, Clayton County Water Authority
As General Manager since 1999, Mike leads a 370-member workforce 
that provides high quality services to more than 78,000 accounts 
representing 270,000 residents. Mike holds a MS from the University  
of Georgia and has served in the water industry for over 30 years. He 
has served in numerous leadership roles in the organizations where he 
worked as well as professional associations and other nonprofits.

Margaret Waldock
Environment Program Director, The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
At the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, Margaret oversees three million 
in annual grant making focused on supporting sustainable and healthy 
communities in New Jersey through watershed protection, restoration, 
urban greening, and regional food systems. Previously, she worked for 
over 15 years on land conservation and stewardship with the American 
Farmland Trust, the Trust for Public Land, and the New Jersey Green 
Acres Program within the Department of Environmental Protection. For 
eight years, she was the executive director of the Hunterdon Land 
Trust, a land conservation organization working to preserve the rural 
landscapes of Hunterdon County, New Jersey. 

Cindy Wallis-Lage
President, Water Business, Black & Veatch
As the president of Black & Veatch’s water business, Cindy leads  
more than 2,600 professionals in over 100 offices worldwide. Cindy is 
responsible for the company’s water-related business strategies, 
development and operations on a global basis, encompassing engi-
neering, construction, consulting, and design-build ventures. She also 
serves on Black & Veatch’s Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors. Well known in the water industry for her expertise in water 
reuse and treatment, Cindy has been involved in more than 100 
projects around the world in both the municipal and industrial sectors. 

Dr. Jalonne White-Newsome 
Senior Program Officer, The Kresge Foundation
Jalonne is responsible for the Environment Program’s grant portfolio 
on sustainable water resources management in a changing climate. 
Jalonne also leads the foundation’s work addressing the intersection of 
climate change and public health. Before joining Kresge in early 2016, 
Jalonne served as director of federal policy at West Harlem Environ-
mental Action Inc., where she was involved with leading national 
campaigns and a 42-member national coalition of environmental justice 
organizations. Her work helped ensure that the concerns of low-income 
communities of color were integrated into federal policy, particularly  
on clean air, climate change, and health issues. 

Wally Wilson
Chief Hydrologist, Tucson Water
Wally Wilson has over 25 years of experience in water remedial and 
resource investigations throughout the western US, and is currently the 
Chief Hydrologist for Tucson Water. Wally and his Water Resources 
Management staff are responsible for the feasibility investigations, 
permitting, design and operational optimization of Tucson Water’s six 
recharge facilities. Wally coordinated the development of Tucson’s 
Recycled Water Master Plan, and has been integrally involved in the 
Plan’s implementation team. Wally coordinated Tucson Water staff in 
developing the infrastructure needs to support the WRRF 13-09 Potable 
Reuse for Inland Locations: Pilot Testing Results from a New Potable 
Reuse Treatment Scheme investigation.

Katherine Zitsch
Natural Resources Division Manager, Atlanta Regional Commission
As the manager of the Natural Resources Division since 2013, Katherine 
is responsible for overseeing the work of the Metropolitan North 
Georgia Water Planning District, the 15-county water planning agency 
for Metropolitan Atlanta. The district works with local governments, 
water and wastewater utilities, and stakeholders to develop compre-
hensive Water Supply and Conservation, Wastewater Management,  
and Watershed Management Plans for the region.



42

Our Sponsors

42

One Water Summit 2016
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The US Water Alliance thanks our Sponsors for their 
generous support of One Water Summit 2016—without 
them this event would not be possible. Our Sponsors  
are true leaders in the one water movement. 

Our Sponsors
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Home to:
 • Award-winning Old Fourth Ward Park, featuring  
  300-acre stormwater detention pond. 

 • The largest permeable paver retrofit project in  
  North America, already relieving flooding in 
  three neighborhoods. 

 • Water Supply Program, a five-mile deep   
  tunneling project that will fill an existing quarry  
  and provide more than 30 days of raw water  
  reserve, guaranteeing Atlanta’s drinking water  
  supply for the next 100 years.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
@ATLWatershed to learn more 

about our one water future.
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Excited by the challenges we tackle. 
Inspired by the opportunities we see.

Celebrating 70 years

At CH2M, we’ve been getting the engineering right since 1946, 
going all the way back to our founding by four passionate 
problem solvers looking for new ways to tackle water resource 
challenges. Their dedication to technical excellence has driven 
every project we’ve worked on since, and we bring it to every 
new challenge we take on. 

www.ch2m.com

© 2016 CH2M HILL
WT0502161147DEN

Our Sponsors
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Dow combines the power of science and technology to help address 
many of the world’s most challenging problems. Together, the 
elements of science and the human element can solve anything.

®™The DOW Diamond Logo is a trademark of The Dow Chemical Company © 2016 www.dowwaterandprocess.com

BIG SOLUTIONS 
 FOR A GROWING PLANET
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The Construction Management 
Association of America South 
Atlantic Chapter awarded Jacobs the 
Infrastructure Project Award in 2011Fourth Ward Park

Welcome to Atlanta!  Jacobs Water is honored to support 
the US Water Alliance’s “One Water Summit” and congratulates the City of Atlanta 
Department of Watershed Management on hosting this great event.

A top 10 water firm, Jacobs has a growing professional staff in more than 160 

offices in 20 countries, including over 500 professionals right here in Georgia. 

Jacobs Water offers a full spectrum of services to water utilities and local 

governments that includes management consulting, infrastructure design, 

program and construction management, and plant operations. With our growing 

national footprint, we have the ability to bring national and global resources to 

support local project delivery – Global Reach, for Local Impact.

Our Sponsors
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WWW.ARCADIS.COM

Partnering with you to improve quality of life.
Increased pressure on natural and capital resources makes our world a more complex 
place. Arcadis helps you navigate this complexity by understanding the bigger 
picture. Whether it is maximizing use of available assets and revenue, planning for 
future development or simply taking what you do further, we deliver exceptional and 
sustainable outcomes safely and consistently.

Arcadis. 
Improving quality of life.

northgeorgiawater.org
 @NorthGAWater

ARC_WaterDistrict_Ad_v3.indd   1 4/30/16   9:35 AM

Our Sponsors
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BUILDING WATER RESILIENCE.
Sustainable, resilient water systems require holistic planning and a portfolio of supply solutions, potentially 

including alternative water supply options such as water reuse or desalination. Find out how a Black & Veatch reuse 

solution is helping a Northern California community save billions of gallons of potable water each year.

Visit bv.com/svawpc to learn more.   

WE ARE H2OBSESSED.

1.800.523.5826 | carollo.com

WATER 
OUR FOCUS
OUR BUSINESS
OUR PASSION

Water is all we do. It’s all we think about, every day of every week. As a matter of fact, for more 
than 80 years, Carollo has been dedicated to solving our clients’ most challenging water problems.  
Through our dedicated service to our clients and commitment to innovation, we have grown to 
become one of the largest engineering firms in the country solely dedicated to water, wastewater, 
recycled water, and runoff—after all, it’s all One Water.
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Water Resource Management

Did you know that Coca-Cola has set a goal to replenish all
of the water it uses in its beverages and their production

back to nature and communities?

HR_1604003_2b_KO_Water_Resource_Ad.pdf   1   5/9/16   1:23 PM

The average American uses 
100 gallons of water every day.

Good thing 100 million of them are
served by treatment plants that rely
on Emerson automation solutions.

One hundred million Americans – that’s no drop in the bucket. Emerson’s 
Ovation™ control and SCADA technology is helping municipalities of all sizes 
meet the growing demand for clean, safe, reliable water. 

To learn more, visit www.EmersonProcess-Water.com.

Emerson is a proud supporter of the US Water Alliance 2016 One Water Summit.

The Emerson logo is a trademark and service mark of Emerson Electric Co. ©2016  Emerson Electric Co.
Ovation and the Ovation logo are trademarks of Emerson Process Management.

Our Sponsors
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G&H.APWA.7x4.75.042916.pdf   1   4/29/16   5:52 PM

PROUDLY SUPPORTS 
ONE WATER SUMMIT 
AND WELCOMES YOU 
TO ATLANTA, GEORGIA

www.greshamsmith.com
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A great cup of coffee starts with 
clean water. Together we can ensure 
a future of clean water for all.

Now offering 60 unique beverage varieties, across three
recyclable pod sizes, available at www.Keurig.com

The Pisces Foundation is proud  
to support the US Water Alliance 
and its partners working to achieve  
a vision of people and nature  
thriving together.

piscesfoundation.org

Our Sponsors
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The Turner Foundation is proud to 
support the US Water Alliance and 
our partners in Atlanta who are 
advancing innovative sustainable 
water solutions for all.

www.turnerfoundation.org

Advancing the Concept of 
One Water to Demonstrate 
the Value of All Water

www.werf.org
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Our Sponsors

Membership in the US Water Alliance is a unique 
opportunity to join a network of innovative 
leaders, participate in exclusive peer to-peer 
exchange opportunities, enhance your 
organizational effectiveness, and play an 
influential role in water policy and stewardship.

Won’t you join us?

uswateralliance.org/about/become-member

Stronger Together:
Join the US Water Alliance
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Washington, DC
1816 Jefferson Pl, NW
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 533-1810

San Francisco, CA
353 Sacramento Street, 19th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 921-9010

The US Water Alliance advances policies and programs  
to secure a sustainable water future for all.

©2016 US Water Alliance. All rights reserved. 
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#OneWater16
www.uswateralliance.org
@WaterAlliance

One Water, One Future.


